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By MITCHELL WHITE
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

What if a conversation could be used 
to detect the hidden beginning of 
Alzheimer’s?

Or if the type of mobile phone or smartwatch 
you use could reveal how adherent you are to 
certain medications? What if the wearable data 
you compile could show changes in the spread 
of the flu virus across the country?

These are some of the questions that Evidation 
Health seeks to answer.

The Santa Barbara-based company, at 15 W. 
Figueroa St., does cutting-edge research using 
data from smartphones, wearables, and medical 
devices to uncover new ways to understand how 
everyday behavior and health interact. The re-
search is made possible through a data platform 
that can analyze and process large-scale sensor 

and behavior data.
The technology was developed in Santa Bar-

bara and is maintained by a local data science 
team.

“Our data platform enables the passive collec-
tion and deep analysis of continuous behavior 
data alongside traditional healthcare information, 
empowering individuals and innovative compa-
nies to understand and influence the everyday 
behaviors that create better health outcomes,” 
the company’s website states.

The research projects take on a wide variety 
— from quality of life, sleep and social patterns, 
multiple sclerosis, heart defects, disease progres-
sion, anxiety, behavior data and more.

Some of the data used for the research is pro-
duced by devices like Fitbit, Apple Watch or smart-
phones. The data can be used in various ways, 
such as how to better understand the power and 
precision of medicines for various ailments, how 

to track and monitor the recovery period from a 
surgery, or even what sleep patterns can tell you 
about your overall health.

“That’s the power of the devices and the data 
they produce right now,” Alessio Signorini, one 
of the company’s co-founders, told the News-
Press. “You would be surprised how much data 
a smartphone would produce for health. Good 
kind of data.”

The devices in use produce millions of data 
points.

“There are all these opportunities that before 
we didn’t have,” said Dr. Signorini. “There is all 
this history of you, which is awesome to under-
stand how you really feel, what is going on in 
your life and (helps) to try and predict what is 
next,” he said.

The group was formed in 2012 by Dr. Signorini 
RAFAEL MALDONADO / NEWS-PRESS

Alessio Signorini, left, and Luca Foschini are the co-founders of 
Evidation Health.
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‘CONTINUOUS MONITORING IS THE RIGHT THING TO DO’
Company uses data research to connect everyday behavior to health

Please see HEALTH on A3

By MITCHELL WHITE
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

Bryan Barriga admits he 
didn’t have the typical 
childhood experience.

When he was 4, Bryan’s father was 
diagnosed with Meniere’s disease, 
a disorder of the inner ear, and has 
been unable to work ever since. At 7, 
his mother and younger sister were 
deported to Mexico.

“I think it just drove me,” Bryan 
told the News-Press during a recent 
phone interview. “I knew that I need-
ed to have a better future for my par-
ents and I just wanted to help them 
out. They’ve done so much for me just 
so I could have an education.”

Last month, Bryan received his 
high school diploma from Santa Ma-
ria High School at the age of 16. He 
is the first member of his family to 
graduate high school and in the fall 
he will be heading to the University 
of Notre Dame.

Being the first in his family to at-
tend college came with its challeng-
es. Bryan said the application pro-
cess was difficult because he was 
trying to do it all by himself.

He was able to lean on communi-
ty members and friends who have 
attended college, as well as the 
Scholarship Foundation of Santa 
Barbara.

He applied to more than 30 col-
leges, such as Ivy League schools 
Harvard and Yale. He also applied 
to other prestigious colleges such as 

COURTESY OF ISAAC HERNANDEZ HERRERO

Santa Maria High graduate Bryan 
Barriga

Overcoming 
the odds
16-year-old 

Santa Maria High 
graduate headed 
to Notre Dame

Please see GRADUATE on A3

By CHRISTIAN WHITTLE
NEWS-PRESS CORRESPONDENT

Fifty years ago today, humanity 
accomplished the impossible.

America and the world were in-
spired when Apollo 11 astronauts Neil 
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin, backed by 
crewmate Michael Collins and hundreds 
of men and women behind them, took their 
first steps on the moon.

In celebration of their achievement and 

its 50th anniversary, Santa Monica-based 
filmmaker Steven Barber has taken a stat-
ue of the three Apollo 11 astronauts to the 
Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex.

At 2,800 pounds, standing 12 feet tall 
and costing $750,000, the monument 
marks the end of Mr. Barber’s year long 
journey to honor three of America’s great-
est heroes.

A brief resident of Santa Barbara when 
he was young, Mr. Barber has made sev-
eral documentaries on subjects ranging 

from paraplegic athletes to the heroes of 
the Joint POW and MIA Accounting Com-
mand. He loves finding a good story and 
putting a project together. He has had his 
share of setbacks, but over the years he’s 
learned that if you keep swinging, you can-
not fail. It’s exactly this mentality that led 
to the statues finally arriving at the Ken-
nedy Center’s moon garden.

“You can’t believe what it took to put in 
three statues, so I can’t even imagine what 

‘HEY MAN, THEY WALKED
ON THE MOON. LET’S DO THIS!’

Documentary filmmaker honors Apollo 11
crew with monument at Kennedy Space Center

KENNETH SONG / NEWS-PRESS PHOTOS

Documentary filmmaker Steven Barber and his wife Tamara are shown with various Apollo 11 celebratory items, including a bust of Neil Armstrong, below.

Please see APOLLO 11 on A4
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What if a conversation could be used 
to detect the hidden beginning of 
Alzheimer’s?

Or if the type of mobile phone or smartwatch 
you use could reveal how adherent you are to 
certain medications? What if the wearable data 
you compile could show changes in the spread 
of the flu virus across the country?

These are some of the questions that Evidation 
Health seeks to answer.

The Santa Barbara-based company, at 15 W. 
Figueroa St., does cutting-edge research using 
data from smartphones, wearables, and medical 
devices to uncover new ways to understand how 
everyday behavior and health interact. The re-
search is made possible through a data platform 
that can analyze and process large-scale sensor 

and behavior data.
The technology was developed in Santa Bar-

bara and is maintained by a local data science 
team.

“Our data platform enables the passive collec-
tion and deep analysis of continuous behavior 
data alongside traditional healthcare information, 
empowering individuals and innovative compa-
nies to understand and influence the everyday 
behaviors that create better health outcomes,” 
the company’s website states.

The research projects take on a wide variety 
— from quality of life, sleep and social patterns, 
multiple sclerosis, heart defects, disease progres-
sion, anxiety, behavior data and more.

Some of the data used for the research is pro-
duced by devices like Fitbit, Apple Watch or smart-
phones. The data can be used in various ways, 
such as how to better understand the power and 
precision of medicines for various ailments, how 

to track and monitor the recovery period from a 
surgery, or even what sleep patterns can tell you 
about your overall health.

“That’s the power of the devices and the data 
they produce right now,” Alessio Signorini, one 
of the company’s co-founders, told the News-
Press. “You would be surprised how much data 
a smartphone would produce for health. Good 
kind of data.”

The devices in use produce millions of data 
points.

“There are all these opportunities that before 
we didn’t have,” said Dr. Signorini. “There is all 
this history of you, which is awesome to under-
stand how you really feel, what is going on in 
your life and (helps) to try and predict what is 
next,” he said.

The group was formed in 2012 by Dr. Signorini 
RAFAEL MALDONADO / NEWS-PRESS

Alessio Signorini, left, and Luca Foschini are the co-founders of 
Evidation Health.
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By MITCHELL WHITE
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Bryan Barriga admits he 
didn’t have the typical 
childhood experience.

When he was 4, Bryan’s father was 
diagnosed with Meniere’s disease, 
a disorder of the inner ear, and has 
been unable to work ever since. At 7, 
his mother and younger sister were 
deported to Mexico.

“I think it just drove me,” Bryan 
told the News-Press during a recent 
phone interview. “I knew that I need-
ed to have a better future for my par-
ents and I just wanted to help them 
out. They’ve done so much for me just 
so I could have an education.”

Last month, Bryan received his 
high school diploma from Santa Ma-
ria High School at the age of 16. He 
is the first member of his family to 
graduate high school and in the fall 
he will be heading to the University 
of Notre Dame.

Being the first in his family to at-
tend college came with its challeng-
es. Bryan said the application pro-
cess was difficult because he was 
trying to do it all by himself.

He was able to lean on communi-
ty members and friends who have 
attended college, as well as the 
Scholarship Foundation of Santa 
Barbara.

He applied to more than 30 col-
leges, such as Ivy League schools 
Harvard and Yale. He also applied 
to other prestigious colleges such as 

COURTESY OF ISAAC HERNANDEZ HERRERO

Santa Maria High graduate Bryan 
Barriga

Overcoming 
the odds
16-year-old 

Santa Maria High 
graduate headed 
to Notre Dame
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By CHRISTIAN WHITTLE
NEWS-PRESS CORRESPONDENT

Fifty years ago today, humanity 
accomplished the impossible.

America and the world were in-
spired when Apollo 11 astronauts Neil 
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin, backed by 
crewmate Michael Collins and hundreds 
of men and women behind them, took their 
first steps on the moon.

In celebration of their achievement and 

its 50th anniversary, Santa Monica-based 
filmmaker Steven Barber has taken a stat-
ue of the three Apollo 11 astronauts to the 
Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex.

At 2,800 pounds, standing 12 feet tall 
and costing $750,000, the monument 
marks the end of Mr. Barber’s year long 
journey to honor three of America’s great-
est heroes.

A brief resident of Santa Barbara when 
he was young, Mr. Barber has made sev-
eral documentaries on subjects ranging 

from paraplegic athletes to the heroes of 
the Joint POW and MIA Accounting Com-
mand. He loves finding a good story and 
putting a project together. He has had his 
share of setbacks, but over the years he’s 
learned that if you keep swinging, you can-
not fail. It’s exactly this mentality that led 
to the statues finally arriving at the Ken-
nedy Center’s moon garden.

“You can’t believe what it took to put in 
three statues, so I can’t even imagine what 

‘HEY MAN, THEY WALKED
ON THE MOON. LET’S DO THIS!’

Documentary filmmaker honors Apollo 11
crew with monument at Kennedy Space Center

KENNETH SONG / NEWS-PRESS PHOTOS

Documentary filmmaker Steven Barber and his wife Tamara are shown with various Apollo 11 celebratory items, including a bust of Neil Armstrong, below.
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By NICK MASUDA
DIRECTOR OF NEWS

F
or the esteemed staff at the Lompoc 
Valley Medical Center, Tuesday night 
was supposed to be one of celebra-
tion and cheer.

Instead, the area has been besieged by 
COVID-19 cases, with 55 of the county’s 218 
confirmed cases in this town of just more 
than 42,000.

And while the staff at LVMC is doing 
the work of heroes, it was their spirit that 
touched the heart of one of its most beloved 
nurses, Patti Field.

The Ceremony of Champions was 
supposed to be Ms. Field’s moment in the 
spotlight, celebrating 30 years at LVMC, a 
fixture around the facility as a periopera-

tive and charge nurse in the post-anesthesia 
care unit.

But the biannual event had to be post-
poned, with all hands on deck across the 
medical center, as well as strict social-dis-
tancing mandates.

That wasn’t good enough for Ms. Field’s 
co-workers of three decades — a “special 
edition” was in order.

So, on Monday, donning face masks with 
smiles underneath, they feted Ms. Field.

There was cake and punch, as well as an 
anniversary plaque and plant.

But then there were the words.
“Everywhere you go in Lompoc, there’s 

always someone chiming in about the tall 
blonde nurse, the one who is so sweet,” 
said Sarah Gunter, LVMC’s perioperative 
services director.

“She’s the glue and the heart of this 
(operating room), and my feeling and many 
others, of the hospital. When I think of Lom-
poc Hospital, I think of Patti.”

She was an icon to many.
“Patti is the epitome of what a nurse is,” 

said Melissa DeBacker, LVMC’sChief of 
Quality Assurance Process Improvement, 
Risk Management and Infection Control. 
“She is everything I aspire to be. She has 
been there for me through thick and thin. 
She has the voice of an angel. She sings 
beautifully … Thank you for staying here 
and working with us and all you have done 
for all of us.”

The community echoed Ms. Gunter, tak-
ing to Facebook to honor Ms. Field.

“One of the most fantastic nurses to ever 
care for our community. A soft spoken, 

loving soul who truly believed in helping 
everyone. I and my family had several en-
counters, all special and spectacular. Thank 
you for taking care of our community,” 
Raymond Down posted.

He wasn’t alone.
“There simply are no words to describe 

the commitment and heart Patti has put 
into serving our community. She has 
touched so many with her kindness, myself 
included. I feel very blessed to have served 
with Patti. God Bless you,” said Leslie Kelly.

Sometimes heroes don’t take physical 
form, but lie in the spirit of a team.

And that’s something the squad at LVMC 
has in spades.

Happy anniversary, Ms. Field.

email: nmasuda@newspress.com

‘THE GLUE & THE HEART’
Despite having to cancel its Ceremony of Champions, Lompoc Valley Medical Center gets creative in order to fete longtime nurse, Patti Field

About 
this series
We are looking for 

community heroes in 

this trying time. The 

hero can take on many 

different forms, and we 

want to hear all about 

them. Send us your 

nomination to 

news@newspress.com 

so that we can properly 

recognize those who 

remind us that we can 

withstand anything, 

together.
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Patti Field worked at Lompoc Valley Medical Center for more 30 years and was honored by her colleagues on Monday despite the center’s Ceremony of Champions being canceled due to COVID-19.

Rancheros Visitadores to make 
up for cancelled parade in 
Solvang same time next year

 
By JOSH GREGA
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

 

The first Saturday of May in Solvang would normally have hundreds 
of men on horseback parading through the streets of the town to 
Old Mission Santa Ines, but the outbreak of the COVID-19 Corona-

virus means that riding group Rancheros Visitadores had to break with 
tradition by cancelling its annual trek. This year’s trek would have been 
Rancheros’ 90th. However, once precautionary restrictions on group 
gatherings are lifted when the current health crisis abates, Rancheros 
will return to tradition. That means rather than rescheduling the event 
for some time later this year, it will treat the first weekend of May 2021 
just as if it were this year’s event.

“It was to be our 90th trek, but next year will be our 90th. We’ll just put 
it off a year,” Rancheros general manager J.B. Balch told News-Press.

Please see RANCHEROS on A3

SOMETHING TO LOOK FORWARD TO . . .‘We’re offering 
what we can’: Girls Inc. 
adapts to changing 
needs around county 

By TESS KENNY
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

 

By now, word of business closures 
across the county, state and country 
come as no surprise. But in a time 

of crisis, those businesses have unified, 
adapted and reorganized, each bringing 
their own piece to the puzzle that is tackling 
a pandemic.

And Girls Inc. of Greater Santa Barbara 
isn’t any different.

Despite having to downsize operations by 
65%, the nonprofit is determined to remain 
active, functioning not only as a remote sup-
port system to families at home, but also as a 

Please see GIRLS INC. on A8
COURTESY PHOTO

Girls Inc. of Greater Santa Barbara is now working with Foodbank of SB County.



SANTA BARBARA NEWS-PRESS WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2020A2 NEWS

CABINETS	•	COUNTERTOPS	•	DESIGN	SERVICES	•	INSTALLATIONS

Licensed & 
Insured CL #604576

Great Kitchens Don’t Just Happen...
They Happen by Design.

CABINETS	•	COUNTERTOPS	•	DESIGN	SERVICES	•	INSTALLATIONS

Licensed & 
Insured CL #604576

Visit our Showroom Upstairs at
635 1/2 N. Milpas at Ortega • (805) 962-3228

•  Certified Designers

•  Fine Custom Cabinetry

•  Unique Styles & Finishes

•  All Architectural Periods
  Licensed & Insured CL #604576

© 2020 Ashleigh Brilliant, 117 W. Valerio Santa Barbara CA 93101 (catalog $5). www.ashleighbrilliant.com

288

Not until well into the 
Democratic debate 
last Tuesday night 
did the COVID-19 
coronavirus come 

up, and it was Mike Bloomberg, 
not a CBS moderator, who 
raised it:

“The president fired 
the pandemic specialist 
in this country two years 
ago,” the former New 
York mayor said. “There’s 
nobody here to figure out 
what the hell we should 
be doing. And he’s de-
funded the CDC.”

Not 24 hours later, Pres-
ident Donald Trump, home from 
India, was in the White House 
briefing room, flanked by the 
nation’s foremost health experts, 
deputizing Vice President Mike 
Pence to head the task force to 
lead America’s battle against the 
spreading disease.

Yet, by Thursday noon, the Dow 
Jones average was down 3,000 
points on the week, a 10% plunge 
from its recent all-time high. 

Trillions of dollars in equity val-
ue had been wiped out. The great 
bull market of the Trump presi-
dency may be history.

Though only 60 Americans are 
known to have been infected, and 
none has yet died, fear has begun 
to grip the nation as well as the 
world. Yet, as of now, the numbers 

don’t justify the emotion.
The death toll as of Thursday 

was 2,800, out of 82,000 cases 
of coronavirus worldwide. The 
great majority of these are in Chi-
na, where the virus originated, 

though the disease has 
spread to every continent, 
with Italy and South Ko-
rea the hardest hit out-
side of China.

Whatever happens 
medically — the mor-
tality rate of the virus is 
between 2 and 3% — it’s 
hard to see how the world 
averts a recession if CO-
VID-19 is not soon con-

tained and controlled. 
Already, Democrats are piling 

on Mr. Trump for cutting funding 
for the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and failing to re-
flect the seriousness of the threat. 
And the issue does present a chal-
lenge to Mr. Trump’s presidency. 
His handling of it may determine 
his stature as chief executive. 

Yet the issue is also tailor-made 
for Mr. Trump.

First, the disease comes out 
of Xi Jinping’s China, not Mr. 
Trump’s USA. 

Second, the president occupies 
what Theodore Roosevelt called 
the “bully pulpit,” the White 
House. He can use that pulpit 
daily to command the airwaves 
and inform, lead, unite and di-

rect the nation during what could 
be a months-long crisis. And Mr. 
Trump alone has the power to de-
clare a national emergency, should 
that be needed.

If Mr. Trump acts as a leader, 
urging unity in the struggle to con-
tain the virus and discover a vac-
cine, the hectoring from the Dem-
ocratic left, already begun, can 
come to be seen as unpatriotic.

Also, Mr. Trump’s probable op-
ponent this fall, who would be in 
charge of preventing the coronavi-
rus from spreading like the Span-
ish Flu of 1918-19, is Bernie Sand-
ers. And what are Mr. Sanders’ 
credentials and plans? 

Under “Medicare for All,” Mr. 
Sanders intends to nationalize the 
entire U.S. heath care system and 
abolish the private health insur-
ance plans of 140 million Ameri-
cans who now depend on them. 

As for the pharmaceutical in-
dustry, uniquely situated to assist 
in the crash effort to find a cure 
for the coronavirus, Mr. Sanders 
will confiscate its profits and put 
those profiteers out of business.

Still, given the alarming news 
coming from countries all over 
the globe, there is a risk that by 
November, the U.S. and the world 
may have tumbled into a reces-
sion. Airlines are already can-
celing flights to and from Asia. 
Cruise ships are pulling into ports 
and off-loading passengers. Travel 

and tourism are suffering terribly. 
Schools are closing.

Chinese factories that produce 
essential parts for factories and 
finished products in the U.S., Eu-
rope and Asia are shutting down. 
Supply chains are being severed. 
Shortages are cropping up.

The Japanese are talking of can-
celing the Olympics. If the virus 
spreads here, the question arises: 
Will our two parties still hold their 
nominating conventions this sum-
mer in Milwaukee and Charlotte?

The chickens of globalization 
are coming home to roost. 

In recent decades, America’s 
economic and political elites of 
both parties surrendered Amer-
ica’s economic independence for 
globalism, a new interdependence 

of nations, where we Americans 
no longer rely on ourselves alone 
for the vital necessities of our na-
tional life.

That decision is now being ex-
posed as the folly against which 
Hamilton and economic national-
ists always warned. 

According to The Washington 
Post, critical ingredients of medi-
cines and drugs, upon which many 
American lives depend, are made 
in Chinese factories now in dan-
ger of being shut down.

In the ongoing struggle between 
nationalism and globalism, the 
globalists are taking a beating. 
Like the Chinese and Japanese 
and Koreans, Americans are not 
going to be looking to the WHO or 
U.N. to ensure their health, but to 
their own nation-states. And if a 
pandemic threatens, transnation-
alism’s “open borders” ideology is 
not a policy that will bring univer-
sal acclamation.

Like Mr. Trump’s America, all 
nations, in this crisis, are going to 
put their own people first. As they 
should.

Patrick J. Buchanan writes for 
Creators Syndicate.
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In an affront to common 
decency and the rule of 
law, the Supreme Court 
this week shut the court-
house door to the family 

of a 15-year-old Mexican boy 
killed in Mexico by a Border 
Patrol officer who shot at him 
from the other side of the U.S.-
Mexico border.

But the 5-4 decision by the 
court’s conservative majority is 
more than just a denial of due 
process for one aggrieved fam-
ily.

It’s the latest sign that con-
servative justices seek to make 
it hard, if not impossible, for 
victims of abuse by law enforce-
ment officers to have their day 
in court.

In 2010, Sergio Adrian Her-
nandez was with some friends 
in the concrete culvert be-
tween El Paso, Texas, and Ciu-
dad Juarez, Mexico. According 
to lawyers for Sergio’s family, 
the boys were playing a game 
that involved running across 
the culvert, touching a fence on 
the U.S. side and then running 
back to the Mexican side. Af-
ter Sergio ran back across the 
culvert onto Mexican soil, Bor-
der Patrol Agent Jesus Mesa 
Jr. fired two shots at the boy, 
one of which killed him. Agent 
Mesa maintained that the boys 
were attempting to illegally 
cross the border and that they 
had pelted him with rocks.

The facts might have been 
sorted out if Sergio’s par-
ents had been allowed to pur-
sue their lawsuit for damages 
against Agent Mesa in a so-
called Bivens action, named 
after Bivens vs. Six Unknown 
Narcotics Agents, a 1971 deci-
sion in which the court held 
that someone claiming to be the 
victim of an illegal arrest and 
search could sue the arrest-
ing officers for violating the 4th 
Amendment.

The court later permitted 
Bivens-style lawsuits in two 
other situations: a claim by a 
former congressional staff-
er that she was the victim of 
sex discrimination and an 8th 
Amendment claim that a fed-
eral prisoner had been denied 
adequate medical care.

The court allowed such law-
suits even though they weren’t 
authorized by an act of Con-
gress.

Those decisions were cor-
rect. Constitutional rights don’t 
mean much if there isn’t a rem-
edy available when they are 
violated. And it’s the role of 
federal courts to protect those 
rights.

Yet the court has been un-
dermining that principle, and 
it did so again last Tuesday. It 
held that the Hernandez law-
suit couldn’t proceed. Writing 
for the majority, Justice Sam-
uel A. Alito Jr. suggested that 
the “new context” in which the 
claim was made — a cross-bor-
der shooting — touched on mat-
ters of foreign policy best left 
to the executive branch in the 
absence of a federal law spe-
cifically authorizing such suits. 
The court made a similar argu-
ment in 2017 when it ruled that 
Arab and South Asian men de-
tained after the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks couldn’t sue 
high-ranking federal officials.

Justices Clarence Thomas 
and Neil M. Gorsuch also sug-
gested in a separate concurring 
opinion that Bivens should be 
overruled outright. But even 
if the precedent stays on the 
books, it’s sadly clear that con-
servative justices are deter-
mined to hollow it out.

The family of Sergio Hernan-
dez won’t be the only victims of 
that cramped and callous ap-
proach to enforcing constitu-
tional rights.

Supreme 
Court just 

built a wall to 
protect border 

agents from 
lawsuits

If you’re planning on voting 
for a Democratic candidate 
for president whom you 
love, skip this piece.

But if like many Califor-
nians, you’re looking to vote for 
someone you like in today’s prima-
ry, and you want your vote 
to count, read on.

The first thing to know 
is that because this elec-
tion is ruled by party 
rules, not every vote is 
created equally and not 
every vote will count.

If you vote for a can-
didate who does not get 
at least 15% of the vote 
in your congressional District 
or statewide, your vote will not 
count because your candidate 
will receive zero delegates. That’s 
why millions of Democratic vot-
ers were waiting for the results in 
South Carolina to cast their votes.

Who’s in the Hunt:
—Bernie Sanders: Clearly, the 

Vermont senator will walk out of 
California with a lot of delegates. 
The question is how many. Be-
cause of the arcane accounting 
system for delegates, Sanders will 
score an outsized delegate haul, 
if he runs up a number well over 
40% and therefore keeps his rivals 
to one candidate making the 15% 
threshold. However, if two or three 
other candidates pass the 15% 
line, his delegates and thus his vic-
tory will be severely diminished.

—Joe Biden: Joe Biden is all 
about momentum. After the for-
mer vice president’s big victory in 
South Carolina, he should exceed 
the 15% with ease.

—Mike Bloomberg: Because the 
former New York mayor has spent 
millions capturing the airwaves 
and making elections dance on 
our mobile phones, he is flirting 
with the 15% number and looks 
likely to exceed it.

—Elizabeth Warren: 
The Massachusetts sena-
tor has been averaging 
around 12.5%. She will 
need momentum to hit 
15%. Nevertheless, she 
may have a shot in some 
congressional districts.

Who’s Not in the Hunt:
—Pete Buttigieg: The 

former South Bend mayor 
dropped out of the race on Sun-
day.

—Amy Klobuchar: The Minne-
sota senator dropped out of the 
race on Monday.

—Tulsi Gabbard: The Hawaii 
member of Congress did a better 
job hitting other candidates than 
hitting any real numbers. She is a 
lock for zero delegates.

—Tom Steyer: Tom Steyer 
dropped out of the race on Satur-
day.

The California Long Count:
While we seem to reenact the fa-

mous Tunney/Dempsey long count 
in every election, the March 3 pri-
mary election has the potential to 
break all records in California.  

That’s because ballots for the 
Democratic presidential contest 
are being returned at a histori-
cally slow rate. At 5 days out, only 
16% have been returned. This 
compared to four years ago when 
23% had been returned.

This late voting trend will lead 

to three things happening on Elec-
tion Day that will likely cause a 
week or even two week-long count 
to find out how many candidates 
are eligible for delegates:

—Hundreds of thousands of 
mail-in ballots will be dropped off 
at voting locations.

—A large number of ballots will 
be put in post boxes on election 
day and will arrive to be counted 
later in the week.

—Tens of thousands of provi-
sional votes will be cast.

All of these votes take time to 
verify and count. My guess is that 
if a candidate with momentum 
ends up on election night at 13%, 
he or she will likely hit the 15% 
threshold in the long count and 
become eligible for a share of Cali-
fornia’s 415 pledged delegates.

The good news in all of this is 
simple: For the first time since 
1968 California truly matters, and 
will matter in the years ahead.

It will take a few election cycles 
for the pundits and the campaigns 
to catch up. But when they do, ex-
pect a string of historic presiden-
tial elections to play out in the 
Golden State.  

It is easy to forget that two of 
the eight presidents elected in the 
last half of the 20th century were 
Californians, and many more are 
to come.

Ace Smith is a Democratic political 
consultant and principal at SCRB 
Strategies based in San Francisco. 
He wrote this commentary for 
CalMatters.

How to make your Democratic 
votes count on Super Tuesday

Your opinions are valuable con-
tributions to these pages.

Letters must be fewer than 250 
words and exclusive to the News-
Press. We edit all submissions for 
length, clarity and professional 
standards. We do not print submis-
sions that lack a civil tone, allege 
illegal wrongdoing or involve con-
sumer complaints.

Limit your letters to one every 
30 days. All letters must include 
the writer’s address and tele-
phone number for verification. We 
cannot acknowledge unpublished 
letters.

We prefer e-mailed submissions. 
Do not send attachments. Send 
letters to voices@newspress.com. 
Writers also may fax letters to 
966-6258. Mail letters to P.O. Box 
1359, Santa Barbara 93102.

The News-Press reserves the 
right to publish or republish sub-
missions in any form or medium.

The News-Press also pub-
lishes a select number of longer 
commentaries daily and Sun-
day. Please direct questions to 
564- 5219.

HAVE YOUR SAY

Coronavirus crisis is Trump’s time to lead
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Whatever happens 
medically — the 

mortality rate of the virus 
is between 2 and 3% 

— it’s hard to see how the 
world averts a recession 
if COVID-19 is not soon 
contained and controlled.
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Cottage surveying 
on health needs

SANTA BARBARA  Cottage Health 
and community partners are
asking residents who receive a 
survey phone call to participate 
in a community health needs
assessment, offidals said Fri-
day.

The survey is being conducted 
“to better understand the needs 
and strengths of the entire com-
munity, and the many diverse 
groups within it,” Cottage Health 
spokeswoman Maria Zate said in 
a news release.

Findings will help Cottage 
Health and community partners 
recognize the scope of population 
health concerns.

The assessment will include 
2,500 telephone surveys, with 
calls to randomly selected cell-
phones and landlines. All re-
sponses will be confidential, 
and information collected will 
not be connected to names or 
phone numbers. Calls will be-
gin the week of July 15 and con-
tinue through September.

In addition, later this summer 
the collaborative will gather feed-
back during a listening tour to hear 
from individuals and organizations 
regarding health-related needs in 
the community. The listening tour 
will include online surveys, group 
discussions, phone interviews, and 
visits to various community-based 
organizations.

The assessment collaborative 
includes Lompoc Valley Medi-
cal Center, Planned Parent-
hood California Central Coast, 
Santa Barbara County Public 
Health Department, Santa Bar-
bara Foundation, Santa Barba-
ra Neighborhood Clinics, and 
UCSB.

Results will be avail-
able by the end of the year at 
cottagehealth.org. 

— Christian Whittle

Work continues 
on Highway
101 widening

CARPINTERIA The Santa Barba-
ra County Association of Govern-
ments released an update Friday 
on next week’s work on the High-
way 101: Linden and Casitas Pass 
construction project.

From Monday through Wednes-
day crews will be restriping lanes 
and moving concrete safety barri-
ers to prepare for the next stages 
of work, according to a press re-
lease from SBCAG. 

Highway 101 will have alternat-
ing lane closures between Linden 
and Bailard avenues. One lane 
will remain open.

From 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. Monday 
through Wednesday, the north-
bound onramps at Casitas Pass 
Road and Linden Avenue will 
have alternating closures as 
needed. From 8 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
Monday through Wednesday 
the southbound offramp at Ca-
sitas Pass Road will be closed 
as needed.

Via Real is closed from Casitas 
Pass Road to the old northbound 
Highway 101 onramp. Local res-
idents have one-way access to 
Hales Lane on Via Real. Pedes-
trians can use the sidewalk on 
Via Real, but people are asked 
to refrain from entering the con-
struction area.

The new southbound Highway 
101 onramp at Casitas Pass Road 
is open and the temporary ramp 
has been removed.

The offramp at Linden Avenue 
is closed for approximately six to 
nine months. Drivers are asked 
to use the of-ramps at Reynolds 
Avenue or Casitas Pass Road to 
reach the beach and downtown 
Carpinteria.

— Christian Whittle

RAFAEL MALDONADO / NEWS-PRESS

A two-car collision at 128 E. Pedregosa St. broke a fire hydrant that gushed water down the street.

Fire hydrant 
sheered in crash

SANTA BARBARA The top of a fire 
hydrant was sheered off, spewing a 
large amount of water onto the street 
and down a storm drain, in a two-ve-
hicle collision Friday morning in the 
100 block of East Pedregosa Street, 
authorities said.

The collision occurred around 7:
40 a.m. involving a GMC Yukon and 
Chevy Tahoe. One of the vehicles col-
lided with the hydrant and “caused 
it to expel copious amounts of water” 

and prompted to city’s Public Works 
staff to respond and shut off the
hydrant, said Battalion Chief Rob-
ert Mercado, spokesman for the
Santa Barbara City Fire Depart-
ment.

Water service was restored after a 
time. Minor injuries were reported 
in the crash, Battalion Chief Mer-
cado said.

Both vehicles sustained minor to 
moderate damage. The Santa Bar-
bara Police Department is inves-
tigating the circumstances of the 
collision.

— Mitchell White 

very morning. She added that her mother, 
an Italian immigrant and enthusiastic lover 
of Fiesta, would have been thrilled to see 
her chosen.

“I’m glad for my mother’s sake, because 
it meant so much to her,” she said.

Though she spent many years away from 
all Fiesta activities, Ms. Parker’s involve-
ment with the festival has “bloomed” since 
2013, when she reconnected with Old Span-
ish Days through her retirement home Gar-

den Court. There, she one day mentioned 
that she was the first Spirit of Fiesta and 
a woman at the home overheard her. That 
woman also happened to have a daughter 
who was that year’s Spirit, and through her 
Ms. Parker’s activity in Fiesta resumed.

Ms. Parker attended the April 13 audi-
tions that ended with 16-year-old Sophia 
Cordero being named Spirit of Fiesta and 
10-year-old Paloma Valenzuela chosen as 
Junior Spirit.

Back in 1949 the choice of Spirit of Fies-
ta wasn’t as organized. Spirits and Junior 
Spirits are now chosen a few months in ad-
vance of the event, but Ms. Parker wasn’t 

told she would be Spirit until a few days be-
fore the parade.

“My mom said something like, ‘You’re go-
ing to be Spirit of Fiesta.’ It was like three 
days before the big parade. … They sprung 
it on me and I didn’t have a dress. I had to 
borrow a dress that belonged to an adult, and 
that was a huge deal for a 12-year-old.”

Suddenly thrusting Ms. Parker into ac-
tivities seemed to be her mother’s nature. 
Ms. Parker credits her mom for not only 
getting her involved in Fiesta, but danc-
ing in general. After Ms. Parker suffered 
a broken leg that refused to properly heal, 
her mother placed her in dance lessons to 

strengthen it.
“She felt that instead of hiding away and 

just favoring it, that exercise would help,” 
Ms. Parker recalled.

Ms. Parker looked back fondly on her time 
as Spirit and said dancing in the parade was 
fun but challenging. Though not a major as-
pect of the parade today, Ms. Parker said 
that military bands used to be a prominent 
part of the event and that she even danced
with one behind her. Flamenco dancing to 
military band music wasn’t easy and for a 
second she thought, “Oh no, this isn’t pos-
sible,” but she let “common sense” and her 
“positive will” take over to meet the chal-

lenge.
“You think, ‘I’m here to give the best I 

can,’ and you just make yourself strong,” 
she said.

While being Spirit of Fiesta was fun while 
it lasted, this giving of oneself to make oth-
ers happy is what Ms. Parker still carries 
from that experience.

“You learn not to think of yourself, you 
learn to think of other people… You really 
are a symbol for something and it just forces 
you out of your own little cubby hole, and that’s 
very important to anybody,” she said.

email: jgrega@newspress.com
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First Spirit of Fiesta: ‘You learn not to think of yourself, you learn to think of other people’

program combines learning with having fun.
“We learned about owls and how when they eat their 

prey they cough up hairballs with the bones of their 
prey,” he said excitedly. He said he also enjoys study-
ing math.

Nathan said the Olympic games are a highlight of 
his summer, a great opportunity to see old friends and 
meet new people.

“Everyone knows each other,” he said.
Nathan listed off a dozen new friends he made before 

he ran off to try the giant inflatable obstacle course, a 
favorite at the event.

Many of the students have participated in Fun in the 
Sun in the past, but newcomers are quickly welcomed 
into the group. Judith Figueroa, 11, said this is her first 
year in the program and said she wants to come back 

next year.
“You get to do literacy, math, all kinds of stuff. My fa-

vorite part is recess or lunch. We get to do foursquare,” 
she said.

Like Nathan, Judith said her favorite activity of the 
day was the inflatable obstacle course.

“Everything we do at Fun In the Sun is really root-
ed in teaching the kids teamwork and confidence and 
working together in a collaborative setting. All of our 
games are embedded in that, that teamwork mindset,” 
said Ms. Cabrera, “Anything we can do to get them wet 
and dirty is perfect.”

Friday’s event was sponsored by the Brain Balance 
Center of Santa Barbara.

“They are very generous to lend their support to 
this event today and we’re very grateful,” said Ms. Ca-
brera.

email: cwhittle@newspress.com
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Students in United Way’s Fun in the Sun Summer Program Olympics 
compete in the pie-eating contest Friday at El Camino Elementary School.
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‘Everything we do at Fun In the Sun is really rooted 
in teaching the kids teamwork and confidence’

COURTESY PHOTO

The UCSB study on kelp growth involved the use of divers.

biomass is located, near the surface, 
Mr. Peters’ next study will explore 
whether other marine animals con-
tribute to nitrogen levels in the kelp 
forest canopy.

Because sea otters forage for reef 
invertebrates and spend much of 
their time resting in the kelp for-
est, Mr. Peters suspects they act as 
“a conveyor belt of nutrients,” direct-
ly supplying their waste and urine 
into the canopy.

While the UCSB team’s collabora-
tors at the United States Geological 
Survey have studied otter activity at 
monthly intervals for 13 years, Mr. 
Peters told the News-Press that he 
and his team will observe them on 
a “finer scale.”

That will entail recording how 
long the animals stay in the kelp 
forest canopy day to day, and using 
models to estimate how much they 
excrete. Whereas the invertebrate 
study covered five coastal locations, 
the upcoming study will focus on an 
area just south of Point Conception. 
Sea otter populations in many oth-
er Southern California waters are 
still lacking in numbers, so it was 
necessary to select an area with a 
consistently sizeable population to 
determine whether or not the crea-
tures have a significant impact on 
nutrient levels.

“Sea otter populations are start-
ing to recover in Southern Califor-
nia and that is a stable population,” 
Mr. Peters said.

In addition to observing sea otters, 
Mr. Peters will lead a study that takes 
a closer look at spiny lobsters and 

how their diet and the water tem-
perature around them impact their 
nitrogen output.

According to the release, lob-
sters along with sea stars have an 
“outsized effect in shaping the eco-
system” because of their predatory 
nature. Because their diets contain 
more protein than other inverte-
brates, they release more ammoni-
um and nitrogen-rich compounds in 
their waste.

The crustaceans gather together 
in dens during the day, which Mr. 
Peters suspects may result in more 
herbivores moving into the reefs if 
this leads to an increase in algae 
around the lobster dens.

Mr. Peters said he hopes to con-
clude the sea otter study by fall of 
this year.

email: jgrega@newspress.com
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Researcher suspects sea otters act as ‘a conveyor belt of nutrients’

est in getting back to normal because normal was never 
good enough for me.”

A representative of Rep. Salud Carbajal, D-Santa Bar-
bara, also spoke at the event, and said, “We are here today 
because we refuse to be complicit in the abuse of children 
and refuse to stand idly by while our American identity is 
being used to commit human rights abuses.”

The representative, a mother of two children, held back 
tears while speaking to the crowd.

After the Rev. Moore and the representative, several oth-
ers followed to express their opposition against the centers 
along the border.

The last protest in Santa Barbara that addressed the 
detention facilities took place a year ago according to Mi-
chal Lynch of IAC.

The last speaker to address the more than 100-strong 
crowd was bilingual. She taught the protestors the unity 
clap, which, according to her, represents a resistance move-
ment’s slow but steady beat that builds momentum over time. 
After explaining the symbolism and history of this clap, the 
crowd joined her and finished off the gathering.

The Santa Barbara Police Department was aware of the 
rally. Sgt. Brian Miller said the department monitored the 
situation but the protestors remained on the sidewalk and 
protested peacefully.

email: stha@newspress.com
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Variety of speakers took 
part in demonstration

SOE HAN THA / NEWS-PRESS

Protesters marched from the Santa Barbara County Courthouse and walked along Anacapa Street to the plaza.
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CRR of SB County helps essential workers find childcare

By CHRISTIAN WHITTLE
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

Santa Barbara City Council voted 
Tuesday to delay or suspend pay-
ments of various assessments and 
permits, looking to provide some 
financial relief to the many down-
town businesses, employees and 
hotels that are experiencing strug-
gle through the COVID-19 crisis. 

The 7-0 vote ratified and ex-
tended several preemptive actions 
taken by the City Administrator 
Paul Casey to suspend and delay 
assessments and permits including 
the Parking and Business Improve-
ment Area assessments, Monthly 
and Commuter Parking Permits 
and the Transient Occupancy Tax 
and Tourism Business Improve-
ment District assessments for hotel 
operators.

The council affirmed Mr. Casey’s 
decision to offer deferral of pay-
ment of the TOT and the TBID as-
sessment for 60 days without pen-
alty or interest to help hotels with 
cash flow obstacles. 

The TOT is imposed on “tran-
sient” guests staying in any hotel 
for a period of less than 31 days, 
and is collected by the hotel op-
erator and forwarded to the city 
on a monthly basis. Hotel proprie-
tors can also include assessments 
for the South Coast TBID in that 
monthly payment, a tax designed 
to increase tourism by creating a 
supplemental funding source for 
marketing the south coast region of 

Santa Barbara County. 
“We did this during the Thomas 

Fire,” said Mr. Casey. “Not all hotels 
took advantage of this, but some did 
and they felt it was a help to them 
from a cash flow standpoint.” 

Hotel operators will have to re-
quest the deferral, said Mr. Casey, 
who stressed the measure was a de-
ferral of payment and not a waiver, 
and would ultimately not affect the 
TBID’s revenue for 2020. 

“We’re trying to keep Visit Santa 
Barbara with some income going 
because as soon as we get through 
the other side of the health crisis, 
we’re going to have an economic 
crisis and we’re going to need to 
jumpstart our economy and getting 
some especially just regional tour-
ism for people to come back and be 
visiting Santa Barbara is going to 
be important to help our retail, our 
restaurants, everyone kind of get 
back on our feet,” said Mr. Casey. 

Hotels that opt into the deferral 
program will have the TOT and the 
TBID assessments for the months 
of March and April deferred un-
til June 10. The city may extend 
the deferral if Gov. Gavin Newsom 
chooses to extend the business 
closures and stay-at-home orders 
established by his executive order.

While the TOT and TBID tax-
es are deferred, the City Council 
waived billing for monthly and 
commuter parking permits until 
the city resumes collection of hour-
ly parking lot fees when the COV-
ID-19 crisis ends. 

“Each month that monthly per-
mit billing remains suspended will 
result in a loss of approximately 
$113,525 in revenue for the Down-
town Parking Fund. 

The suspension of commuter 
permit billing for the second half 
of March will result in a loss of 
approximately $11,780 in revenue. 
Each additional month that com-
muter permit billing is suspended 
will result in a loss of approximate-
ly $29,315 for the Downtown Park-
ing Fund,” according to a Transpor-
tation Planning & Parking Division 
report.

Approximately $84,207 in month-
ly parking permit deposits will be 
refunded, however there is no im-
pact to revenues, according to Mr. 
Casey. 

Council has also suspended 
parking and business improve-
ment area assessments for Janu-
ary through March, which typically 
generates $250,000 in revenue per 
quarter for the Downtown Parking 
Fund.

“They have reserves in the park-
ing fund and we think it’s only ap-
propriate for businesses who are 
not up and running not to have to 
pay that parking assessment,” said 
Mr. Casey. 

In other business, City Council 
unanimously approved staff rec-
ommendations of the Community 
Development and Human Servic-
es Committee for use of Human 
Services and Community Develop-
ment Block Grant funds for 2020. 

The grants, which are award-
ed annually, come from a combi-
nation of $726,150 in city human 
services funds, $902,268 in CDBG 
entitlement funds, $18,053 in pri-
or-year unexpended CDBG funds 
and $60,000 in CDBG program in-
come funds for an estimated total 
of  $1,706,471.

The CDHS, which is a citizen re-
view panel appointed by the coun-
cil to make funding recommenda-
tions, scored applicants based on 
their written proposals and verbal 
presentations, and each member 
recommended a funding amount. 
The council approved funding for 
50 proposals, with 45 in the public/
human services category receiving 
$861,490 and five in the capital cat-
egory receiving $604,527.

Organizations set to receive 
funding include the Transition 
House’s Family Emergency Shel-
ter, the Organic Soup Kitchen, New 
Beginnings’ Safe Parking Shelter 
and Rapid Rehousing, the Free-
dom Warming Centers, Domestic 
Violence Solutions’ Emergency 
Shelter, and Showers of Blessing. 

A full list can be found at https://
bit.ly/2JQ0RAA. 

“Looking down the list, it’s such a 
stellar list of community members 
who are always at the forefront 
helping,” said councilmember 
Kristen Sneddon. “As a council-
member, this is the proudest work 
that I feel that I do.”  

email: cwhittle@newspress.com

City Council approves COVID-19 financial 
assistance for downtown businesses and hotels

By PAUL GONZALEZ
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

Health care workers, first re-
sponders, grocery store staff and 
other essential workers have 
stepped up to the plate to keep 
their community running during 
the coronavirus outbreak. 

That responsibility leaves many 
parents searching for good child-
care.

Children’s Resource and Refer-
ral of Santa Barbara County (CRR) 
has the most comprehensive list of 
local childcare providers available 
and is connecting those providers 
to parents in need.

“Our phone lines are active 
and are answered between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. every day,” Executive 
Director Michelle Graham said. 
She explained that the CRR offic-
es in Santa Barbara, at 4141 State 
Street, #D 1.4, and in Santa Maria, 
at 124 W. Carmen Lane, Suite C, are 
closed to walk-in clients.

“We have a referral line that 
families can call who are looking 
for childcare. When they call we 
are giving them a list of childcare 
providers that are currently open 
taking both emergency placement 
as well as those that are looking for 
long-term placement, but specifi-

cally we are serving the essential 
workforce,” Ms. Graham said.

She said when a parent calls 
looking for child care, CRR staff 
then asks them background ques-
tions about their demographics.

“For example, if you called and 
said, ‘I have a 3-year-old and I need 
childcare because I am still work-
ing,’ we would ask you things like 
‘Where do you live? Do you want 
your child care close to your em-
ployment? Close to your home? 
Would you prefer for your child to 
be immersed with English or Span-
ish?’” Ms. Graham said.

CRR staff also asks parents if 
they are looking for center-based 
or family child care and the hours 
they need child care for. While 
many parents are working from 
home with their children because 
of stay-at-home orders, medical 
workers sometimes require care 
for up to 24 hours of care on short 
notice or a provider with drop-in 
availability.

Once CRR staff understands the 
client’s needs, they provide a curat-
ed list of local child care providers 
they feel will be a good match. 

“There are so many variants that 
each family has...once we have all 
of that information, we can con-
nect them to a provider…if it was 

a medical field and they needed 
overnight, we’re not just going to 
give them a giant list of programs 
that may or may not have that avail-
ability, we would only give them the 
list of those who had 24-hour care 
who were open in the city that they 
were looking for, things like that, 
very specific to their needs,” Ms. 
Graham said.

Information on center-based 
care and large family care provid-
ers is available to the public, but 
small family child care is not. Fam-
ily care is child care provided in 
someone’s home. Small family care 
providers are licensed to care for 
up to eight children at a time.

“For reasons of privacy, small 
licenses are not public informa-
tion and therefore, they wouldn’t 
be able to find that. You couldn’t 
find that anywhere else. Nor do we 
provide that list. We don’t provide 
an all-inclusive list of every (pro-
vider), but we’ll give families, who 
are looking for childcare, a list of 
a handful (of providers) to go re-
search to see if they are a good fit 
for them,” Ms. Graham said.

She added that there is federal 
and state funding available for fam-
ilies who need child care services, 
but cannot afford it. 

Usually, families could wait years 

for their request for government 
child care assistance to be approved. 
However, due to the pandemic more 
funding is available and cases are 
being processed quickly.

“Usually people will apply for 
funding and ... wait a year or two 
years, people could become ineli-
gible at some point, right, they’ve 
moved on.  

“But, right now, we have a lot of 
federal and state dollars to be able 
to pay for childcare in this crisis. 
So, it’s just hard to get the word out 
on that, but it’s definitely available 
and families are in need of it,” Ms. 
Graham said.

CRR is also helping child care 
providers obtain cleaning supplies, 
like bleach and hand sanitizer, that 
have become hard to find because 
of skyrocketing demand.

They are also posting informa-
tion on sanitation, home washing, 
and healthy activities for children 
during home isolation on their so-
cial media platforms.

For more information visit https://
www.sbfcc.org or follow CRR on 
social media at https://www.face-
book.com/childrensresourceandre-
ferral/ and https://www.instagram.
com/childrens.rr/

email: pgonzalez@newspress.com 
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Easter Basket To-Go
Featuring Choices of

Primi Pasquali
Two Carvings & Condiments

Two Sides · Two Dolci
Each basket includes complimentary

Chocolate Eggs, Fresh Baked Sourdough
and a selection of Salumi e Formaggi.

Available for Delivery or Curbside Pickup

April 10 to 13   |   12 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Basket for Two $55*

Basket for Four $100*

Basket for Six $145*

Call for Pickup Orders: 805.252.3985

Order Online: bit.ly/MiramarEasterToGo

*Prices are exclusive of tax and gratuity.
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Not until well into the 
Democratic debate 
last Tuesday night 
did the COVID-19 
coronavirus come 

up, and it was Mike Bloomberg, 
not a CBS moderator, who 
raised it:

“The president fired 
the pandemic specialist 
in this country two years 
ago,” the former New 
York mayor said. “There’s 
nobody here to figure out 
what the hell we should 
be doing. And he’s de-
funded the CDC.”

Not 24 hours later, Pres-
ident Donald Trump, home from 
India, was in the White House 
briefing room, flanked by the 
nation’s foremost health experts, 
deputizing Vice President Mike 
Pence to head the task force to 
lead America’s battle against the 
spreading disease.

Yet, by Thursday noon, the Dow 
Jones average was down 3,000 
points on the week, a 10% plunge 
from its recent all-time high. 

Trillions of dollars in equity val-
ue had been wiped out. The great 
bull market of the Trump presi-
dency may be history.

Though only 60 Americans are 
known to have been infected, and 
none has yet died, fear has begun 
to grip the nation as well as the 
world. Yet, as of now, the numbers 

don’t justify the emotion.
The death toll as of Thursday 

was 2,800, out of 82,000 cases 
of coronavirus worldwide. The 
great majority of these are in Chi-
na, where the virus originated, 

though the disease has 
spread to every continent, 
with Italy and South Ko-
rea the hardest hit out-
side of China.

Whatever happens 
medically — the mor-
tality rate of the virus is 
between 2 and 3% — it’s 
hard to see how the world 
averts a recession if CO-
VID-19 is not soon con-

tained and controlled. 
Already, Democrats are piling 

on Mr. Trump for cutting funding 
for the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and failing to re-
flect the seriousness of the threat. 
And the issue does present a chal-
lenge to Mr. Trump’s presidency. 
His handling of it may determine 
his stature as chief executive. 

Yet the issue is also tailor-made 
for Mr. Trump.

First, the disease comes out 
of Xi Jinping’s China, not Mr. 
Trump’s USA. 

Second, the president occupies 
what Theodore Roosevelt called 
the “bully pulpit,” the White 
House. He can use that pulpit 
daily to command the airwaves 
and inform, lead, unite and di-

rect the nation during what could 
be a months-long crisis. And Mr. 
Trump alone has the power to de-
clare a national emergency, should 
that be needed.

If Mr. Trump acts as a leader, 
urging unity in the struggle to con-
tain the virus and discover a vac-
cine, the hectoring from the Dem-
ocratic left, already begun, can 
come to be seen as unpatriotic.

Also, Mr. Trump’s probable op-
ponent this fall, who would be in 
charge of preventing the coronavi-
rus from spreading like the Span-
ish Flu of 1918-19, is Bernie Sand-
ers. And what are Mr. Sanders’ 
credentials and plans? 

Under “Medicare for All,” Mr. 
Sanders intends to nationalize the 
entire U.S. heath care system and 
abolish the private health insur-
ance plans of 140 million Ameri-
cans who now depend on them. 

As for the pharmaceutical in-
dustry, uniquely situated to assist 
in the crash effort to find a cure 
for the coronavirus, Mr. Sanders 
will confiscate its profits and put 
those profiteers out of business.

Still, given the alarming news 
coming from countries all over 
the globe, there is a risk that by 
November, the U.S. and the world 
may have tumbled into a reces-
sion. Airlines are already can-
celing flights to and from Asia. 
Cruise ships are pulling into ports 
and off-loading passengers. Travel 

and tourism are suffering terribly. 
Schools are closing.

Chinese factories that produce 
essential parts for factories and 
finished products in the U.S., Eu-
rope and Asia are shutting down. 
Supply chains are being severed. 
Shortages are cropping up.

The Japanese are talking of can-
celing the Olympics. If the virus 
spreads here, the question arises: 
Will our two parties still hold their 
nominating conventions this sum-
mer in Milwaukee and Charlotte?

The chickens of globalization 
are coming home to roost. 

In recent decades, America’s 
economic and political elites of 
both parties surrendered Amer-
ica’s economic independence for 
globalism, a new interdependence 

of nations, where we Americans 
no longer rely on ourselves alone 
for the vital necessities of our na-
tional life.

That decision is now being ex-
posed as the folly against which 
Hamilton and economic national-
ists always warned. 

According to The Washington 
Post, critical ingredients of medi-
cines and drugs, upon which many 
American lives depend, are made 
in Chinese factories now in dan-
ger of being shut down.

In the ongoing struggle between 
nationalism and globalism, the 
globalists are taking a beating. 
Like the Chinese and Japanese 
and Koreans, Americans are not 
going to be looking to the WHO or 
U.N. to ensure their health, but to 
their own nation-states. And if a 
pandemic threatens, transnation-
alism’s “open borders” ideology is 
not a policy that will bring univer-
sal acclamation.

Like Mr. Trump’s America, all 
nations, in this crisis, are going to 
put their own people first. As they 
should.

Patrick J. Buchanan writes for 
Creators Syndicate.
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In an affront to common 
decency and the rule of 
law, the Supreme Court 
this week shut the court-
house door to the family 

of a 15-year-old Mexican boy 
killed in Mexico by a Border 
Patrol officer who shot at him 
from the other side of the U.S.-
Mexico border.

But the 5-4 decision by the 
court’s conservative majority is 
more than just a denial of due 
process for one aggrieved fam-
ily.

It’s the latest sign that con-
servative justices seek to make 
it hard, if not impossible, for 
victims of abuse by law enforce-
ment officers to have their day 
in court.

In 2010, Sergio Adrian Her-
nandez was with some friends 
in the concrete culvert be-
tween El Paso, Texas, and Ciu-
dad Juarez, Mexico. According 
to lawyers for Sergio’s family, 
the boys were playing a game 
that involved running across 
the culvert, touching a fence on 
the U.S. side and then running 
back to the Mexican side. Af-
ter Sergio ran back across the 
culvert onto Mexican soil, Bor-
der Patrol Agent Jesus Mesa 
Jr. fired two shots at the boy, 
one of which killed him. Agent 
Mesa maintained that the boys 
were attempting to illegally 
cross the border and that they 
had pelted him with rocks.

The facts might have been 
sorted out if Sergio’s par-
ents had been allowed to pur-
sue their lawsuit for damages 
against Agent Mesa in a so-
called Bivens action, named 
after Bivens vs. Six Unknown 
Narcotics Agents, a 1971 deci-
sion in which the court held 
that someone claiming to be the 
victim of an illegal arrest and 
search could sue the arrest-
ing officers for violating the 4th 
Amendment.

The court later permitted 
Bivens-style lawsuits in two 
other situations: a claim by a 
former congressional staff-
er that she was the victim of 
sex discrimination and an 8th 
Amendment claim that a fed-
eral prisoner had been denied 
adequate medical care.

The court allowed such law-
suits even though they weren’t 
authorized by an act of Con-
gress.

Those decisions were cor-
rect. Constitutional rights don’t 
mean much if there isn’t a rem-
edy available when they are 
violated. And it’s the role of 
federal courts to protect those 
rights.

Yet the court has been un-
dermining that principle, and 
it did so again last Tuesday. It 
held that the Hernandez law-
suit couldn’t proceed. Writing 
for the majority, Justice Sam-
uel A. Alito Jr. suggested that 
the “new context” in which the 
claim was made — a cross-bor-
der shooting — touched on mat-
ters of foreign policy best left 
to the executive branch in the 
absence of a federal law spe-
cifically authorizing such suits. 
The court made a similar argu-
ment in 2017 when it ruled that 
Arab and South Asian men de-
tained after the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks couldn’t sue 
high-ranking federal officials.

Justices Clarence Thomas 
and Neil M. Gorsuch also sug-
gested in a separate concurring 
opinion that Bivens should be 
overruled outright. But even 
if the precedent stays on the 
books, it’s sadly clear that con-
servative justices are deter-
mined to hollow it out.

The family of Sergio Hernan-
dez won’t be the only victims of 
that cramped and callous ap-
proach to enforcing constitu-
tional rights.

Supreme 
Court just 

built a wall to 
protect border 

agents from 
lawsuits

If you’re planning on voting 
for a Democratic candidate 
for president whom you 
love, skip this piece.

But if like many Califor-
nians, you’re looking to vote for 
someone you like in today’s prima-
ry, and you want your vote 
to count, read on.

The first thing to know 
is that because this elec-
tion is ruled by party 
rules, not every vote is 
created equally and not 
every vote will count.

If you vote for a can-
didate who does not get 
at least 15% of the vote 
in your congressional District 
or statewide, your vote will not 
count because your candidate 
will receive zero delegates. That’s 
why millions of Democratic vot-
ers were waiting for the results in 
South Carolina to cast their votes.

Who’s in the Hunt:
—Bernie Sanders: Clearly, the 

Vermont senator will walk out of 
California with a lot of delegates. 
The question is how many. Be-
cause of the arcane accounting 
system for delegates, Sanders will 
score an outsized delegate haul, 
if he runs up a number well over 
40% and therefore keeps his rivals 
to one candidate making the 15% 
threshold. However, if two or three 
other candidates pass the 15% 
line, his delegates and thus his vic-
tory will be severely diminished.

—Joe Biden: Joe Biden is all 
about momentum. After the for-
mer vice president’s big victory in 
South Carolina, he should exceed 
the 15% with ease.

—Mike Bloomberg: Because the 
former New York mayor has spent 
millions capturing the airwaves 
and making elections dance on 
our mobile phones, he is flirting 
with the 15% number and looks 
likely to exceed it.

—Elizabeth Warren: 
The Massachusetts sena-
tor has been averaging 
around 12.5%. She will 
need momentum to hit 
15%. Nevertheless, she 
may have a shot in some 
congressional districts.

Who’s Not in the Hunt:
—Pete Buttigieg: The 

former South Bend mayor 
dropped out of the race on Sun-
day.

—Amy Klobuchar: The Minne-
sota senator dropped out of the 
race on Monday.

—Tulsi Gabbard: The Hawaii 
member of Congress did a better 
job hitting other candidates than 
hitting any real numbers. She is a 
lock for zero delegates.

—Tom Steyer: Tom Steyer 
dropped out of the race on Satur-
day.

The California Long Count:
While we seem to reenact the fa-

mous Tunney/Dempsey long count 
in every election, the March 3 pri-
mary election has the potential to 
break all records in California.  

That’s because ballots for the 
Democratic presidential contest 
are being returned at a histori-
cally slow rate. At 5 days out, only 
16% have been returned. This 
compared to four years ago when 
23% had been returned.

This late voting trend will lead 

to three things happening on Elec-
tion Day that will likely cause a 
week or even two week-long count 
to find out how many candidates 
are eligible for delegates:

—Hundreds of thousands of 
mail-in ballots will be dropped off 
at voting locations.

—A large number of ballots will 
be put in post boxes on election 
day and will arrive to be counted 
later in the week.

—Tens of thousands of provi-
sional votes will be cast.

All of these votes take time to 
verify and count. My guess is that 
if a candidate with momentum 
ends up on election night at 13%, 
he or she will likely hit the 15% 
threshold in the long count and 
become eligible for a share of Cali-
fornia’s 415 pledged delegates.

The good news in all of this is 
simple: For the first time since 
1968 California truly matters, and 
will matter in the years ahead.

It will take a few election cycles 
for the pundits and the campaigns 
to catch up. But when they do, ex-
pect a string of historic presiden-
tial elections to play out in the 
Golden State.  

It is easy to forget that two of 
the eight presidents elected in the 
last half of the 20th century were 
Californians, and many more are 
to come.

Ace Smith is a Democratic political 
consultant and principal at SCRB 
Strategies based in San Francisco. 
He wrote this commentary for 
CalMatters.

How to make your Democratic 
votes count on Super Tuesday

Your opinions are valuable con-
tributions to these pages.

Letters must be fewer than 250 
words and exclusive to the News-
Press. We edit all submissions for 
length, clarity and professional 
standards. We do not print submis-
sions that lack a civil tone, allege 
illegal wrongdoing or involve con-
sumer complaints.

Limit your letters to one every 
30 days. All letters must include 
the writer’s address and tele-
phone number for verification. We 
cannot acknowledge unpublished 
letters.

We prefer e-mailed submissions. 
Do not send attachments. Send 
letters to voices@newspress.com. 
Writers also may fax letters to 
966-6258. Mail letters to P.O. Box 
1359, Santa Barbara 93102.

The News-Press reserves the 
right to publish or republish sub-
missions in any form or medium.

The News-Press also pub-
lishes a select number of longer 
commentaries daily and Sun-
day. Please direct questions to 
564- 5219.

HAVE YOUR SAY

Coronavirus crisis is Trump’s time to lead

Ace Smith
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Whatever happens 
medically — the 

mortality rate of the virus 
is between 2 and 3% 

— it’s hard to see how the 
world averts a recession 
if COVID-19 is not soon 
contained and controlled.
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Cottage surveying 
on health needs

SANTA BARBARA  Cottage Health 
and community partners are
asking residents who receive a 
survey phone call to participate 
in a community health needs
assessment, offidals said Fri-
day.

The survey is being conducted 
“to better understand the needs 
and strengths of the entire com-
munity, and the many diverse 
groups within it,” Cottage Health 
spokeswoman Maria Zate said in 
a news release.

Findings will help Cottage 
Health and community partners 
recognize the scope of population 
health concerns.

The assessment will include 
2,500 telephone surveys, with 
calls to randomly selected cell-
phones and landlines. All re-
sponses will be confidential, 
and information collected will 
not be connected to names or 
phone numbers. Calls will be-
gin the week of July 15 and con-
tinue through September.

In addition, later this summer 
the collaborative will gather feed-
back during a listening tour to hear 
from individuals and organizations 
regarding health-related needs in 
the community. The listening tour 
will include online surveys, group 
discussions, phone interviews, and 
visits to various community-based 
organizations.

The assessment collaborative 
includes Lompoc Valley Medi-
cal Center, Planned Parent-
hood California Central Coast, 
Santa Barbara County Public 
Health Department, Santa Bar-
bara Foundation, Santa Barba-
ra Neighborhood Clinics, and 
UCSB.

Results will be avail-
able by the end of the year at 
cottagehealth.org. 

— Christian Whittle

Work continues 
on Highway
101 widening

CARPINTERIA The Santa Barba-
ra County Association of Govern-
ments released an update Friday 
on next week’s work on the High-
way 101: Linden and Casitas Pass 
construction project.

From Monday through Wednes-
day crews will be restriping lanes 
and moving concrete safety barri-
ers to prepare for the next stages 
of work, according to a press re-
lease from SBCAG. 

Highway 101 will have alternat-
ing lane closures between Linden 
and Bailard avenues. One lane 
will remain open.

From 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. Monday 
through Wednesday, the north-
bound onramps at Casitas Pass 
Road and Linden Avenue will 
have alternating closures as 
needed. From 8 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
Monday through Wednesday 
the southbound offramp at Ca-
sitas Pass Road will be closed 
as needed.

Via Real is closed from Casitas 
Pass Road to the old northbound 
Highway 101 onramp. Local res-
idents have one-way access to 
Hales Lane on Via Real. Pedes-
trians can use the sidewalk on 
Via Real, but people are asked 
to refrain from entering the con-
struction area.

The new southbound Highway 
101 onramp at Casitas Pass Road 
is open and the temporary ramp 
has been removed.

The offramp at Linden Avenue 
is closed for approximately six to 
nine months. Drivers are asked 
to use the of-ramps at Reynolds 
Avenue or Casitas Pass Road to 
reach the beach and downtown 
Carpinteria.

— Christian Whittle

RAFAEL MALDONADO / NEWS-PRESS

A two-car collision at 128 E. Pedregosa St. broke a fire hydrant that gushed water down the street.

Fire hydrant 
sheered in crash

SANTA BARBARA The top of a fire 
hydrant was sheered off, spewing a 
large amount of water onto the street 
and down a storm drain, in a two-ve-
hicle collision Friday morning in the 
100 block of East Pedregosa Street, 
authorities said.

The collision occurred around 7:
40 a.m. involving a GMC Yukon and 
Chevy Tahoe. One of the vehicles col-
lided with the hydrant and “caused 
it to expel copious amounts of water” 

and prompted to city’s Public Works 
staff to respond and shut off the
hydrant, said Battalion Chief Rob-
ert Mercado, spokesman for the
Santa Barbara City Fire Depart-
ment.

Water service was restored after a 
time. Minor injuries were reported 
in the crash, Battalion Chief Mer-
cado said.

Both vehicles sustained minor to 
moderate damage. The Santa Bar-
bara Police Department is inves-
tigating the circumstances of the 
collision.

— Mitchell White 

very morning. She added that her mother, 
an Italian immigrant and enthusiastic lover 
of Fiesta, would have been thrilled to see 
her chosen.

“I’m glad for my mother’s sake, because 
it meant so much to her,” she said.

Though she spent many years away from 
all Fiesta activities, Ms. Parker’s involve-
ment with the festival has “bloomed” since 
2013, when she reconnected with Old Span-
ish Days through her retirement home Gar-

den Court. There, she one day mentioned 
that she was the first Spirit of Fiesta and 
a woman at the home overheard her. That 
woman also happened to have a daughter 
who was that year’s Spirit, and through her 
Ms. Parker’s activity in Fiesta resumed.

Ms. Parker attended the April 13 audi-
tions that ended with 16-year-old Sophia 
Cordero being named Spirit of Fiesta and 
10-year-old Paloma Valenzuela chosen as 
Junior Spirit.

Back in 1949 the choice of Spirit of Fies-
ta wasn’t as organized. Spirits and Junior 
Spirits are now chosen a few months in ad-
vance of the event, but Ms. Parker wasn’t 

told she would be Spirit until a few days be-
fore the parade.

“My mom said something like, ‘You’re go-
ing to be Spirit of Fiesta.’ It was like three 
days before the big parade. … They sprung 
it on me and I didn’t have a dress. I had to 
borrow a dress that belonged to an adult, and 
that was a huge deal for a 12-year-old.”

Suddenly thrusting Ms. Parker into ac-
tivities seemed to be her mother’s nature. 
Ms. Parker credits her mom for not only 
getting her involved in Fiesta, but danc-
ing in general. After Ms. Parker suffered 
a broken leg that refused to properly heal, 
her mother placed her in dance lessons to 

strengthen it.
“She felt that instead of hiding away and 

just favoring it, that exercise would help,” 
Ms. Parker recalled.

Ms. Parker looked back fondly on her time 
as Spirit and said dancing in the parade was 
fun but challenging. Though not a major as-
pect of the parade today, Ms. Parker said 
that military bands used to be a prominent 
part of the event and that she even danced
with one behind her. Flamenco dancing to 
military band music wasn’t easy and for a 
second she thought, “Oh no, this isn’t pos-
sible,” but she let “common sense” and her 
“positive will” take over to meet the chal-

lenge.
“You think, ‘I’m here to give the best I 

can,’ and you just make yourself strong,” 
she said.

While being Spirit of Fiesta was fun while 
it lasted, this giving of oneself to make oth-
ers happy is what Ms. Parker still carries 
from that experience.

“You learn not to think of yourself, you 
learn to think of other people… You really 
are a symbol for something and it just forces 
you out of your own little cubby hole, and that’s 
very important to anybody,” she said.
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First Spirit of Fiesta: ‘You learn not to think of yourself, you learn to think of other people’

program combines learning with having fun.
“We learned about owls and how when they eat their 

prey they cough up hairballs with the bones of their 
prey,” he said excitedly. He said he also enjoys study-
ing math.

Nathan said the Olympic games are a highlight of 
his summer, a great opportunity to see old friends and 
meet new people.

“Everyone knows each other,” he said.
Nathan listed off a dozen new friends he made before 

he ran off to try the giant inflatable obstacle course, a 
favorite at the event.

Many of the students have participated in Fun in the 
Sun in the past, but newcomers are quickly welcomed 
into the group. Judith Figueroa, 11, said this is her first 
year in the program and said she wants to come back 

next year.
“You get to do literacy, math, all kinds of stuff. My fa-

vorite part is recess or lunch. We get to do foursquare,” 
she said.

Like Nathan, Judith said her favorite activity of the 
day was the inflatable obstacle course.

“Everything we do at Fun In the Sun is really root-
ed in teaching the kids teamwork and confidence and 
working together in a collaborative setting. All of our 
games are embedded in that, that teamwork mindset,” 
said Ms. Cabrera, “Anything we can do to get them wet 
and dirty is perfect.”

Friday’s event was sponsored by the Brain Balance 
Center of Santa Barbara.

“They are very generous to lend their support to 
this event today and we’re very grateful,” said Ms. Ca-
brera.

email: cwhittle@newspress.com
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Students in United Way’s Fun in the Sun Summer Program Olympics 
compete in the pie-eating contest Friday at El Camino Elementary School.
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‘Everything we do at Fun In the Sun is really rooted 
in teaching the kids teamwork and confidence’
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The UCSB study on kelp growth involved the use of divers.

biomass is located, near the surface, 
Mr. Peters’ next study will explore 
whether other marine animals con-
tribute to nitrogen levels in the kelp 
forest canopy.

Because sea otters forage for reef 
invertebrates and spend much of 
their time resting in the kelp for-
est, Mr. Peters suspects they act as 
“a conveyor belt of nutrients,” direct-
ly supplying their waste and urine 
into the canopy.

While the UCSB team’s collabora-
tors at the United States Geological 
Survey have studied otter activity at 
monthly intervals for 13 years, Mr. 
Peters told the News-Press that he 
and his team will observe them on 
a “finer scale.”

That will entail recording how 
long the animals stay in the kelp 
forest canopy day to day, and using 
models to estimate how much they 
excrete. Whereas the invertebrate 
study covered five coastal locations, 
the upcoming study will focus on an 
area just south of Point Conception. 
Sea otter populations in many oth-
er Southern California waters are 
still lacking in numbers, so it was 
necessary to select an area with a 
consistently sizeable population to 
determine whether or not the crea-
tures have a significant impact on 
nutrient levels.

“Sea otter populations are start-
ing to recover in Southern Califor-
nia and that is a stable population,” 
Mr. Peters said.

In addition to observing sea otters, 
Mr. Peters will lead a study that takes 
a closer look at spiny lobsters and 

how their diet and the water tem-
perature around them impact their 
nitrogen output.

According to the release, lob-
sters along with sea stars have an 
“outsized effect in shaping the eco-
system” because of their predatory 
nature. Because their diets contain 
more protein than other inverte-
brates, they release more ammoni-
um and nitrogen-rich compounds in 
their waste.

The crustaceans gather together 
in dens during the day, which Mr. 
Peters suspects may result in more 
herbivores moving into the reefs if 
this leads to an increase in algae 
around the lobster dens.

Mr. Peters said he hopes to con-
clude the sea otter study by fall of 
this year.
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Researcher suspects sea otters act as ‘a conveyor belt of nutrients’

est in getting back to normal because normal was never 
good enough for me.”

A representative of Rep. Salud Carbajal, D-Santa Bar-
bara, also spoke at the event, and said, “We are here today 
because we refuse to be complicit in the abuse of children 
and refuse to stand idly by while our American identity is 
being used to commit human rights abuses.”

The representative, a mother of two children, held back 
tears while speaking to the crowd.

After the Rev. Moore and the representative, several oth-
ers followed to express their opposition against the centers 
along the border.

The last protest in Santa Barbara that addressed the 
detention facilities took place a year ago according to Mi-
chal Lynch of IAC.

The last speaker to address the more than 100-strong 
crowd was bilingual. She taught the protestors the unity 
clap, which, according to her, represents a resistance move-
ment’s slow but steady beat that builds momentum over time. 
After explaining the symbolism and history of this clap, the 
crowd joined her and finished off the gathering.

The Santa Barbara Police Department was aware of the 
rally. Sgt. Brian Miller said the department monitored the 
situation but the protestors remained on the sidewalk and 
protested peacefully.

email: stha@newspress.com
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Variety of speakers took 
part in demonstration
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Protesters marched from the Santa Barbara County Courthouse and walked along Anacapa Street to the plaza.
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By JOSH GREGA
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER 

Other than toilet paper, few 
items are in higher demand amid 
the COVID-19 outbreak than hand 
sanitizer, so it stands to reason com-
panies that assemble sanitizer con-
tainers are having trouble getting 
needed materials at a quantity that 
meets demand.

For Goleta-based company Life-
Like Cosmetics, the real challenge 
it faces in getting units of its sani-
tizer brand Sprixx assembled is an 
industry-wide shortage of alcohol. 

Dr. Rodney Ogrin, founder of 
Life-Like Cosmetics, told the News-
Press that his company has been 
seeking new supplies of alcohol 
for three weeks, while also reach-
ing out to alcohol manufacturers 
to no avail. Sprixx specializes in 
personal point of care hand sani-
tizer dispensers that doctors can 
attach to their belts, saving a trip 
to a wall-mounted dispenser. Life-
Like Cosmetics supplies doctors 
at famous California hospitals like 
UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospi-
tal with Sprixx, and Dr. Ogrin said 
that local hospitals have recently 
approached him seeking his com-
pany’s sanitizer. 

However, Life-Like Cosmetics 
hasn’t been able to send the hospi-
tals anything. 

“Cottage Hospital has been 
reaching out to me and we’re un-
able to provide them product,” Dr. 
Ogrin said. 

Sprixx units are assembled at 
Noble Laboratories in Ventura, 
which the facility’s manager Jerry 
Rous said is waiting “in queue” to 
receive new shipments from al-
cohol suppliers. As he sees it, the 
industry-wide shortage of alcohol 
is “not really created by anything 
other than the virus itself,” as com-
panies with a history of producing 
hand sanitizer have increased 
their usual orders to meet demand 
during this crisis. 

In addition, companies without 
history of producing sanitizer have 
taken advantage of the situation by 
jumping on the proverbial band-
wagon and starting — as the num-
ber of orders at Noble Laboratories 
far exceeds those from last year.  

“Our orders are through the roof 
compared to what they were two 
months ago,” Mr. Rous said. 

If waiting on alcohol supplies 
weren’t enough, Life-Like Cosmet-
ics is also waiting on Noble Labo-
ratories receiving shipments of a 
special pump that goes into Sprixx 
dispensers. Those pumps come 
from China, and have thus been 
slow to ship as the country tries to 
deal with the virus. 

Dr. Ogrin expects the pumps to 
arrive by the end of April, a deliv-
ery date he was told by a supplier 
in China. 

Though Life-Like Cosmetics 
went through the H1N1 outbreak, 
the COVID-19 coronavirus is an 
entirely different beast. Whereas 
Dr. Ogrin was able to receive alco-
hol supplies for Sprixx during the 
2009 pandemic, the COVID-19 cri-
sis has not only stalled production 
of his company’s sanitizer, but its 
other specialty: teeth whitening 
products. 

Just as Life-Like Cosmetics sup-
plies hospitals with Sprixx, it also 
sends dentists tooth care products. 
That aspect of Life-Like Cosmet-
ics has suffered for the opposite 
reason as Sprixx. Whereas high 
demand for hand sanitizer has 
overwhelmed Sprixx’s alcohol sup-
pliers, there’s now little demand 
for teeth whitening products as 
people have by in large ceased vis-
iting dentists’ offices to avoid close 
contact. As shifting focus to the 
dental side of Life-Like Cosmetic’s 
can’t make up for its stalled sanitiz-
er production, it seems that waiting 
for materials it needs really is the 
only option left. 
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Production of local hand 
sanitizer stalled due to COVID-19This year’s parade was expected 

to include approximately 900 riders 
from across the United States and 
in some cases from foreign coun-
tries such as Australia and Britain. 
The proposition of bringing so 
many horseback riders together 
in the Danish town at a time when 
social distancing measures started 
going into full swing was simply 
something that couldn’t be done. 
Therefore, the organization decid-
ed to cancel its event on March 12.

“We made a determination that 
it’s a risk we couldn’t take,” Mr. 
Balch said.

While Rancheros Visitadores 
is sticking with its tradition and 
waiting until May of next year to 
do its parade, putting off the trek 
until 2021 is also due to the fact 
that an event of this size can’t just 
be thrown together the moment 
restrictions are lifted and large 
events are given the green light.

“There’s no way with the number 
of people and animals that we can 
throw something together,” Mr. 
Balch said.

Just like last year’s event, the 
90th trek would have had its 
hundreds of participants riding up 
Alisal Road dressed in pink shirts 
in support of breast cancer aware-
ness, a cause for which the event 
raises money. Last year, Ranche-
ros Visitadores’ parade raised an 
aggregate of $1.3 million dollars for 
cancer research at the Ridley-Tree 
Cancer Center.

Even though this year’s parade 
would have marked nine decades 
of Rancheros riding through Sol-
vang to the Old Mission, Mr. Balch 
said the group didn’t plan for this 
year’s ride to commemorate the 
anniversary with pomp and cir-
cumstance beyond what Rancheros 
Visitadores usually does. Even now 
that the event has been delayed 
to the same time next year, the 
manager said that the event will 
proceed just as it would have had 
it not been cancelled. As he sees 
it, the event doesn’t need much 
embellishment.

“The whole ride is pretty special 
so at this point, I’m sure we’d be 
doing what we do every year, which 
is the trail rides and the parades to 
the mission,” Mr. Balch stated.  

Despite his matter of fact accept-
ance of the situation and his view 

that the parade is still the 90th be 
it held this year or next year, Mr. 
Balch did express some regret that 
Rancheros’ year’s worth of work on 
the event won’t be materializing. 
The fact that it had to be shut down 
so close to the event’s date adds to 

the disappointment.
“We work all year to put the ride 

together and to have to cancel it 
shortly before it’s supposed to hap-
pen is very disappointing,” he said.
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Rancheros Visitadores will celebrate its 90th anniversary when it returns in 2021.



Tiombe is quiet, but you can 
see her love for people.

The 5-year-old pit bull terrier 
has become popular at Animal 
Services-Lompoc, where she’s 
awaiting adoption.

The brown and white dog 
enjoys hanging out with people 
and in the office with the shelter 
supervisor. She’s absolutely a 
good girl.

Currently the adoption fee or 
Tiombe or any other animal is 
$10. Tiombe’s fee includes her 
spay cost, vaccinations, flea-
treatment, food sample and 
health exam. Her free microchip 
is provided by Companion 
Animal Placement Assistance, 
a nonprofit supporting animals’ 
medical and behavioral needs at 
Animal Services-Lompoc.

The Lompoc facility and 
other Santa Barbara County 
Animal Services shelters are 
closed to walk-in traffic during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. To 
see available animals and 
make an appointment to see 
Tiombe or another animal, go to 
phshelter.com. 

Animal Services-Lompoc 
is at 1501 W. Central Ave. 
For more information, call 
the shelter at 805-737-7755 
or go to www.facebook.com/
capaoflompoc. To volunteer 
or donate to CAPA, go to 
www.lompoccapa.org.

— Dave Mason
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FYI
Community Action Commission 

of Santa Barbara County operates 
its Senior Nutrition program for 
residents 60 and older. To request 
home delivery of meals or to 
volunteer to drive your vehicle to help 
with deliveries, call 805-964-8857, 
ext. 1140, in the South County and 
805-925-3010 in the North County. 
Residents also can call the
2-1-1 helpline. (Meals are delivered on 
weekdays and include two additional 
frozen meals for weekends.)

Addresses for the sites for lunch 
pickups are at cacsb.org/senior.

Meal sites remain open in Santa 
Barbara at the Louise Lowry Davis 
Center, Franklin Neighborhood 
Center, Villa Caridad and Presidio 
Springs, a senior living complex. Meal 
sites also are open in Carpinteria at 
the Veterans Memorial Building.  The 
Guadalupe Senior Center also remains 
open as a site.

Elsewhere, sites remain open 
in Lompoc at the Dick DeWees 
Community & Senior Center, the 
Weitzel Center and  Cypress Court. 
The program’s previous Santa 
Maria, Goleta and Orcutt sites have 
been closed during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Support for the program comes 
from the Central Coast Commission 
for Senior Citizens — Area Agency on 
Aging, CenCal Health and others.

For more information, go to 
cacsb.org.
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Anna Carrisales made 
seniors smile as she 
stood behind a table 
and helped to meet 
a growing demand 

for meals during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Wearing a mask, Mrs. Carrisales 
was the seniors’ hero as she 
recently handed them turkey 
sandwiches at her station behind 
the opened front door at the 
Louise Lowry Davis Center on De 
La Vina Street. 

The seniors couldn’t enter the 
center, where they used to dine 
together before the pandemic. 
But they could pick up the meals 
provided by Community Action 
Commission of Santa Barbara 
County at community centers.

And at times like this, that 
means everything.

One Santa Barbara resident, 
Mark Wofford, seemed especially 
happy as he walked with a cane to 
Mrs. Carrisales’ table. He recently 
had surgeries on both feet, so it’s 
hard for him to stand in front of a 
stove or counter at home.

“I can’t always make something 
to eat,” Mr. Wofford, 60, said with 
a big smile. “It’s a great feeling to 
know that I can get something to 
eat when I need it.

“I rather enjoy coming here for 
lunch. It’s a godsend,” he said.

Mr. Wofford is among those 
benefiting from the commission’s 
Senior Nutrition program for 
county residents who are 60 or 
older. The senior meals service 
started in 1967 and has featured 
everything from lasagna to tortilla 
soup and hamburgers. The food 
is prepared by the Santa Barbara 
Unified School District, one of the 
commission’s vendors. 

The lunches recently went 
from being hot meals to cold food 
in boxes as the district and the 
commission made adjustments 
during the pandemic, which set the 
stage for a 33 percent spike in the 
program’s enrollment. The biggest 
increase is in North County.

“This is unprecedented,” 
Marc Sabin, the Goleta-based 
commission’s director of senior 
services, told the News-Press 
about the sudden increase as he 
stood in the Louise Lowry Davis 

Community Action 
Commission meets 
increased need for 

on-site lunches and 
home deliveries 

during COVID-19 
pandemic

By DAVE MASON
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

DEMAND UP FOR SENIORS’ MEALS

“It’s great food,” said Bill Gentry, a Santa Barbara resident who picked up a turkey sandwich recently and enjoyed a chicken Caesar salad on a 
prior day. At right, Marc Sabin, director of senior services at the Community Action Commission of Santa Barbara County, said he has seen a 
lot of gratitude from seniors for the meal program.

There are no performances 
at public venues during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 

but Center Stage Theater has 
found another way to bring the 
arts to you.

The Santa Barbara theater 
has gone online with the Digital 
Arts Festival, streaming nightly 
through April 30. Each evening 
begins with an interview with 
the artist at 7, followed by the 
artist’s performance.

For more information, go to 
centerstagetheater.blog or go to 
centerstagetheater.org and click 
on a link to the blog.

The blog will feature a 
link each night to access the 
interviews and performances. 
The blog also has a form 
for people interested in 
performing.

Artists of all kinds are 
welcome. The performance can 
be a video of a past performance 
or a recent performance at the 
artist’s home. It also can be an 
example of visual arts.

In addition to the Digital 
Arts Festival, Center Stage 
Theater encourages people 
to go on its Facebook page 
(@CenterStageSB) or Instagram 
(@centerstagetheatersb).

 “Since we don’t have any new 
performance photos to share 
right now, we would love to see 
your fun photos and memories 
from the past shared through 
either of these social media 
outlets. #centerstagetheatersb,” 
Executive Director Teri Ball 
said in a news release. 

“These are difficult times for 
all of us, but we will come out 
of it stronger than ever and will 
gather again to celebrate and 
create,” the executive director 
said. 

“In the meantime, if possible, 
we would certainly appreciate 
any financial support you can 
offer. Be safe, take care of each 
other (in a socially distanced 
fashion), and we will get through 
this together. Be well and wash 
your hands!”

— Dave Mason

Local theater
presents 

digital festival
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Santa Barbara resident Mark Wofford stands ready to receive a turkey sandwich at the Louise Lowry Davis Center from Anna Carrisales, who 
works for Community Action Commission of Santa Barbara County.

Center parking lot.
While he talked, some seniors 

walked casually to the entrance 
for their lunches. The seniors 
were careful to stand 6 feet or 
more from each other, a sign of the 
times during a pandemic that has 
changed daily life for everyone.

Some seniors choose to pick 
up lunches on weekdays at 
community centers in Santa 
Barbara, Carpinteria, Santa 
Maria and Lompoc. Mr. Sabin said 
others request home delivery of 
the meals, which are delivered 
on weekdays and include two 
additional, frozen meals for the 
weekend.

Since the pandemic started, 
many seniors have switched from 
the community center programs 
to home deliveries, Mr. Sabin said. 
But he added that meals continue 
to be served at the community 

centers, where the nutrition site 
coordinators have seen an increase 
in the number of homeless seniors 
getting food.

“The biggest extra cost for us 
now is we’re using extra vehicles,” 
Mr. Sabin said.

He said the commission relies on 
40 vehicles of all kinds.

As the demand grows, the 
commission is looking for 
volunteers to drive their own 
vehicles to deliver food. (See the 
FYI box.)

The commission’s staff have 
been redeployed from other 
health and human service 
programs to help with deliveries 
and distribution of lunches at 
community centers, Patricia 
Keelean, the commission’s CEO, 
said in a news release.

At the Louise Lowry Davis 
Center, Bill Gentry sounded upbeat 

as he walked to get his sandwich.
“It means a lot,” said Mr. Gentry, 

71, who noted he has an “easy 
commute” since he lives just two 
blocks from the center. “First of 
all, I don’t like to cook. Second 
of all, they’re better cooks than I 
am.”

The meals also reduce the 
workload for Mr. Gentry at a time 
when he’s cooking for a friend 
who’s in his care. It’s one less meal 
a day he has to cook for himself.

“It’s great food. I get to meet 
people, and I don’t have to wash 
any dishes,” Mr. Gentry said. “It’s 
like bachelor heaven.

“My perfect meal is eating a 
perfectly spiced chicken Caesar 
salad while I’m surfing the 
internet,” he said. He praised the 
chicken Caesar salad he picked 
up the previous day at the Louise 
Lowry Davis Center.

Mr. Sabin said he has seen 
similar gratitude from other 
seniors. “They feel supported. 
They feel a connection with 
people delivering meals to 
their house. I think it means 
everything.”

When asked if the seniors 
are low-income, Mr. Sabin said, 
“There’s no income requirement, 
but generally that’s the 
population.”

He added that the seniors are 
getting nutritious, all-natural and 
well-balanced meals.

Mr. Sabin and his staff are 
prepared to continue deliveries 
and on-site pickups during the 
pandemic.

“The longer it goes on,” he said, 
“the more that people are going to 
reach out for meals.”
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SUDOKU

PUZZLE

CODEWORD PUZZLE

Codeword is a fun game 
with simple rules, and 
a great way to test your 
knowledge of the English 
language.

Every number in the 
codeword grid is ‘code’ 
for a letter of the alphabet. 
Thus, the number 2 may 
correspond to the letter L, 
for instance.

All puzzles come with a few 
letters to start. Your fi rst 
move should be to enter 
these letters in the puzzle 
grid. If the letter S is in the 
box at the bottom of the 
page underneath the number 
2, your fi rst move should be 
to fi nd all cells numbered 
2 in the grid and enter the 
letter S. Cross the letter S 
off the list at the bottom of 
the grid.

Remember that at the end 
you should have a different 
letter of the alphabet in each 
of the numbered boxes 
1- 26, and a word in English 
in each of the horizontal 
and vertical runs on the 
codeword grid.

How to 
play Codeword

Answers to 
previous 

CODEWORD CROSSWORD PUZZLE

INSTRUCTIONS
Fill in the grid so every 

row, every column and 
every 3-by-3 grid contains 
the digits 1 through 9. that 
means that no number is 
repeated in any row, column 
or box.

Sudoku puzzles appear 
on the Diversions page 
Monday-Saturday and on 
the crossword solutions 
page in Sunday’s Life 
section.

HOROSCOPE
Horoscope.com

Wednesday, April 8, 2020

ARIES — Today you could look 
in the mirror and panic about your 
appearance, Aries. You might be 
feeling a little under the weather 
and look a little tired. Nonetheless, 
you probably look a lot better than 
you think you do. Don’t fall into the 
trap of blowing every little flaw 
out of proportion. A little rest is 
probably all you need in order to 
look like yourself again.

TAURUS — Your artistic 
abilities could seem a bit blocked 
today, Taurus. You could be 
anxious to complete a half-
finished project, but at this point 
you may have no idea where to go 
with it. Don’t panic! Do something 
else for a day or two and ideas will 
probably flow as if by magic. If you 
don’t have a tight deadline, there’s 
no rush to complete the work now. 
Give it some time!

GEMINI — Today you could 
have a strong desire to get out and 
socialize, Gemini. You could well 
spend a lot of time on the phone 
trying to reach some friends, but 
not have much luck with it. If 
they’re busy, a frustrating game of 
phone tag could result. You might 
try just dropping by. Even if he or 
she can’t see you right then, you 
can make arrangements for later.

CANCER — Today you could 
receive an invitation to a social 
event that you’ll really want to 
attend, Cancer. People could be 
there who might turn out to be 
important contacts. Nonetheless, 
you might find that other 
responsibilities interfere with your 
plans, and experience a wave of 
disappointment. If you’re creative, 
you will find a way to fulfill your 
obligations and attend the event, 
too. Think about it!

LEO — An opportunity to travel 
to a place you’ve always wanted to 
visit, perhaps for business reasons, 
could come your way today, Leo. 
This could be very exciting, but 
you might have some difficulty 
making the arrangements. Flights 
could be full, hotels too costly, and 
responsibilities at home might 
need attention. But you can find 
a way to deal with any obstacle. 
Think creatively and get busy!

VIRGO — Daydreams full of 
adventure, perhaps involving 
travel, could take up a lot of your 
time today, Virgo. You’re probably 
bored with your situation and 
longing to do something to break 
your routine. You might have no 
idea how you can escape from 
everything right now. Don’t force 
it. Spend the afternoon in a place 
you don’t usually visit. You’ll come 
up with a workable idea in due 
time. Go for it!

LIBRA — Your desire to see a 

romantic partner could be very 
strong today, Libra. However, 
if you ask, you might be turned 
down. Don’t jump to the conclusion 
that your friend doesn’t want to 
see you. If he or she says there 
are responsibilities to attend 
to, believe it! You might have to 
wait until another day, but that’s 
probably the worst that will 
happen. Have a little faith and 
hang in there!

SCORPIO — Overindulgence in 
food and drink over the past few 
days could be causing you to feel 
a little out of sorts today, Scorpio. 
You might even wonder if the 
fun was worth it! A little careful 
attention to yourself will have you 
back to normal in no time. Don’t 
be surprised, however, if another 
opportunity to live it up presents 
itself! Take care. You don’t want to 
feel this way again.

SAGITTARIUS — A strong 
desire to meet with a romantic 
partner could come over you today, 
Sagittarius. However, you might 
not be able to reach your friend. He 
or she could be busy and unable 
to respond to phone messages or 
emails. Nonetheless, don’t get too 
frustrated. If you persist, the two 
of you will eventually touch base. 
If you can’t see each other today, 
make arrangements for tomorrow. 
Better late than never!

CAPRICORN — A moody family CAPRICORN — A moody family CAPRICORN
member could have you confused, 
Capricorn, and you might not be 
able to discern the best way to find 
out what’s bothering him or her. 
Don’t overanalyze the situation. 
The best way is probably just to 
come right out and tactfully speak 
your mind. You’ll probably find 
that this person simply has some 
minor problems to work through 
- nothing serious enough to worry 
about.

AQUARIUS — You might want 
to spend most of today outside, 
Aquarius, perhaps taking a walk 
through a park. You could have 
some serious thinking to do and 
feel the best recourse is to be by 
yourself for a while. Decisions 
won’t come easily today, so don’t 
try to force them. Just enjoy being 
out in the fresh air. Sometimes 
things come together more 
quickly if you forget about them 
for a while.

PISCES — Money problems 
could be on your mind, Pisces, 
perhaps more so than necessary. 
You might have a tendency to 
blow them out of proportion and 
think they’re worse than they are. 
Try to make a special effort to be 
objective. You might need to cut 
a few corners and devise a few 
temporary economy measures, 
but your situation should be back 
to normal within a week or two. 
Relax!

A5

Thought for Today

“Let us put our minds together and see what life we can 
make for our children.” — Sitting Bul
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DAILY BRIDGE
Daily Bridge Club

Monday, November 16, 2015

Since 1981 I’ve written a monthly
column for the ACBL’s magazine.
Many have been “over-my-shoulder”
style. You listen in on my thoughts
during a deal.

Ninety of the best of these appear
in “Play Bridge With Me,” my 23rd
book, just published. The deals are
intermediate level; the focus is on
logical thinking.

At today’s four spades, I win the
first heart in dummy and lead a
diamond. I can’t risk losing an early
trump finesse; I need a quick pitch
for my heart loser. East wins the
second diamond and returns a heart,
and I win to discard dummy’s last
heart on my high diamond. When I
finesse in trumps, East wins and exits
with a trump.

PASSED HAND

Now I must guess in clubs. But
East, a passed hand, had the ace of
diamonds, queen of hearts and king
of spades. He won’t have the ace of
clubs, so I lead to the king, making
the game.

For a postpaid to U.S. copy of
“Play Bridge With Me,” send $23.95
to PO Box 962, Fayette AL 35555.
Tell me how you’d like it inscribed.
Profits donated.

DAILY QUESTION

You hold:  ♠ A 9 8 2   ♥♥  K 6 3
♦♦  7 6 ♣ K J 9 2. The dealer, at your

left, opens one heart. Your partner
doubles, and the next player passes.
What do you say?

ANSWER: This case is close. In
theory, your 11 points are enough for
a jump to two spades, inviting game,
but your king of hearts, trapped in
front of the opening bidder, may be
worthless. Many experts would jump
anyway. I would reluctantly
downgrade the hand and settle for a
response of one spade.

East dealer
N-S vulnerable

NORTH
♠ A 9 8 2
♥♥  K 6 3
♦♦  7 6
♣ K J 9 2

WEST EAST
♠ 7 ♠ K 5 3
♥♥  J 10 9 4 ♥♥  Q 8 5
♦♦  9 8 3 2 ♦♦  A 10 5 4
♣ A 8 7 5 ♣ Q 6 3

SOUTH
♠ Q J 10 6 4
♥♥  A 7 2
♦♦  K Q J
♣ 10 4

East South West North
Pass 1 ♠ Pass 3 ♠
Pass 4 ♠ All Pass

Opening lead — ♥♥  J
(C) 2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

‘Play Bridge With Me’
By FRANK STEWART
Tribune Content Agency

Wednesday, April 8, 2020
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Dear Abby: I 
am at that age 
when most of 
my friends and 
colleagues are 

having children. I suffered 
a miscarriage (my first 
pregnancy) a few months 
ago, and I have been 
feeling depressed and 
helpless about the 
situation. 

We are seeing a 
fertility specialist, 
so I am positive 
about our chances. 
However, when 
my husband and 
I are invited to 
attend functions 
with friends, I have 
been declining because 
one of his friends recently 
announced her pregnancy. 
I have become extremely 
withdrawn, jealous and 
anti-social. Is it normal 
for me to feel this way? I 
would love to be sociable 
and happy, but it’s hard.

— Baby Jealous in 
Maryland

Dear Baby Jealous: 
It’s normal to feel some 
jealousy when those 
around you seem to 
experience something 
easily that you are 
struggling with. However, 
to isolate yourself because 
of it is self-defeating. 

It could help you to 
talk this through with a 
licensed therapist. You are 
not alone in having these 
feelings, and the therapist 

can give you tools to help 
you cope. Ask your fertility 
specialist for a referral. I’m 
sure you won’t be the first 
patient to do that, and it 
might bring you comfort.

Dear Abby: My issue is 
related to celebrations 
with my in-laws. They are 
both retired. 

At holiday time, 
we suggest that we 
pick up something to 
eat on the way, but 
they always tell us 
they already have 
stuff ready to cook. 
The problem is, we 
have gotten food 
poisoning in their 
home twice because 

of undercooked chicken. 
We have a 16-month-old 
son, and my in-laws are 
offended because we won’t 
let him eat from their table 
and always bring his own 
food. 

After the first bout, 
my husband asked 
them if they had a food 
thermometer. They said 
they did not, so we bought 
one for them. The second 
time — on Easter — was 
horrible. 

My husband doesn’t want 
to say anything to them 
because they are good to 
us and generous to our son. 
But I can’t see myself ever 
eating at their house again. 
Help, please. What do we 
say to them?

— Grateful, But ...
Dear G.B.: What you say 

is that you and their son 
have gotten food poisoning 
twice at their house 
because of undercooked 
chicken. Twice is enough. 
From now on, invite them 
to your home for holiday 
dinners. 

Dear Abby: I’ve been 
married for more than 50 
years to a man I love with 
my whole being. But for 
years I’ve heard people say 
about their spouse, “I love 
him dearly, but I am not in 
love with him.”

Would you please explain 
what this means? What’s 
the difference?

— Just Gotta Ask in 
Arizona

Dear Just Gotta: I think 
the phrase means different 
things to different people. 
To some it indicates that 
the excitement, those 
“fires of passion,” may 
have cooled to a simmer 
and been slowly replaced 
by a calmer and deeper 
kind of affection. To others 
it may mean they weren’t 
deeply in love in the first 
place.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. 
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

Abigail
Van Buren

BEST OF

Miscarriage causes woman to withdraw

Wednesday, April 8, 2020
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Service
Directory

Call 805 963-4391 to place your 
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Classified

Houses 70

Apts. Unfurn. 3030

Feed/Fuel

Gardening

Houses Unfurn. 3080

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT, FBN No: 2020-
0000517. First Filing. The following 
person (s) are doing business 
as: FORD CHIROPRACTIC 
AND SPORTS CARE, 1933 
CLIFF DRIVE UNIT 5, SANTA 
BARBARA, CA  93109, County of 
Santa Barbara. Full Name(s) of 
registrants: FORD, HUNTER,
1429 DE LA VINA STREET APT 
8, SANTA BARBARA, CA  93101. 
This business is conducted by: 
Individual. This statement was 
filed in the office of JOSEPH 
E. HOLLAND, County Clerk of 
SANTA BARBARA County on 
FEB 18 2020 by:  Margarita Silva, 
Deputy. The registrant commenced 
to transact business on:  2/13/2020. 
Statement Expires on: 2/18/2025. 
NOTICE: This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the County Clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
fictitious business name in violation 
of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (See 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business 
and Profession Code). (SEAL)

 MAR 18, 25; APR 1, 8/2020--55982

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT, FBN No:  2020-
0000851. First Filing. The following 
person (s) are doing business 
as: MEGA LAVANDERIA, 1775-
1777 S. BROADWAY, SANTA 
MARIA, CA  93454, County of 
Santa Barbara; 3900 WESLIN 
AVE, SHERMAN OAKS, CA  
91423. Full Name(s) of registrants: 
MEGA LAVANDERIA 1 LLC, 3900 
WESLIN AVE, SHERMAN OAKS, 
CA  91423.  State:  CA. This business 
is conducted by: Individual. This 
statement was filed in the office of 
JOSEPH E. HOLLAND, County 
Clerk of SANTA BARBARA 
COUNTY on MAR 25 2020 by:  
Maria F. Sanchez, Deputy. The 
registrant commenced to transact 
business on: Not Applicable.  
Statement Expires on: 3/25/2025. 
NOTICE: This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the County Clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
fictitious business name in violation 
of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (See 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business 
and Profession Code). (SEAL)

 APR 1, 8, 15, 22/2020--55914

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Bids open at 2:00 PM on THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2020 for:

TAJIGUAS SANITARY LANDFILL 2020 ACCESS ROAD EXTENSION AND SITE IMPROVEMENTS 
IN THE THIRD SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT

COUNTY PROJECT NO. 828388

General work description: Landfill Access Road Extension and improvements.

The Plans, Specifications and Bid Book are available at no charge at:

http://ebids.cosbpw.net/Contr/AdvProj.aspx

You are encouraged to employ craftsmen and other workers from the local labor market whenever 
possible to do so.Bids will be opened and publicly read at the locations below immediately following 
the submittal deadline.

County of Santa Barbara Department of Public Works
Resource Recovery and Waste Management Division

Attn: Todd Curtis
130 E. Victoria Street, Suite 100
Santa Barbara, California 93101

Tel. (805) 882-3600

Complete the work within Thirty (30) Working Days.

Accelerated Start Provision:  Start job activities within 16 calendar days after the project has been 
awarded by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara, or the Board of Supervisors’ 
authorized representative.

The estimated cost of the project is $750,000.

County Public Works Project Manager will disclose total project funding at the bid opening 
meeting.

It is the Contractor’ responsibility to conduct a site review of the project prior to submitting a Bid.  
Please contact Landfill Site Supervisor, Ed Dimock, 805-696-1170 to schedule an appointment.

This project is subject to compliance monitoring and enforcement by the Department of Industrial 
Relations.

A contractor or subcontractor shall not be qualified to bid on, be listed in a bid proposal, subject 
to the requirements of Section 4104 of the Public Contract Code, or engage in the performance of 
any contract for public work, as defined in this chapter, unless currently registered and qualified to 
perform public work pursuant to Section 1725.5. It is not a violation of this section for an unregistered 
contractor to submit a bid that is authorized by Section 7029.1 of the Business and Professions Code 
or by Section 10164 or 20103.5 of the Public Contract Code, provided the contractor is registered to 
perform public work pursuant to Section 1725.5 at the time the contract is awarded.

Prevailing wages are required on this Contract. The Director of the California Department of 
Industrial Relations determines the general prevailing wage rates. Obtain the wage rates at the DIR 
Web site, http://www.dir.ca.gov.

Inquiries or questions based on alleged patent ambiguity of the plans, specifications or estimate must 
be submitted as a bidder inquiry prior to 2:00 p.m. on the Friday of the week preceding bid opening.  
Submittals after this date will not be addressed. Questions pertaining to this Project prior to Award 
of the Contract shall be directed to:

Travis Spier, Tspier@cosbpw.net

Include “Project No. 828388 in the subject field. The last date for questions is Friday April 10, 2020.

Bidders (Plan Holders of Record) will be notified by electronic mail if addendums are issued.  The 
addendums, if issued, will only be available on the County Website:

http://ebids.cosbpw.net/Contr/AdvProj.aspx

By order of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara this project was authorized to 
be advertised on the Tuesday, January 28, 2020

Scott D. McGolpin
Director of Public Works 

APR 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 / 2020 — 55866

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 

File No. 2020-0000849
The following person(s) is doing 
business as: 
A.M. Abbott Designs, 6814 Shepard 
Mesa Dr., Apt. B, Carpinteria, CA 
93013, County of Santa Barbara. 
Abbott, Andrew Michael, 6814 
Shepard Mesa Dr., Apt. B, 
Carpinteria, CA 93013 
This business is conducted by 
Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 01/01/2016 
/s/ Andrew Michael Abbott 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Santa Barbara 
County on March 25, 2020. 
Joseph E. Holland, County Clerk
By: Maria F. Sanchez, Deputy
4/8, 4/15, 4/22, 4/29/20
CNS-3358190#
SANTA BARBARA NEWS-PRESS

APR 8, 15, 22, 29/2020--55918

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT, FBN No: 2020-
0000506. First Filing. The following 
person (s) are doing business as: 
CJ’S HAIR STUDIO, 130 S HOPE 
AVE. F#127, SUITE 119, SANTA 
BARBARA, CA  93105, County of 
Santa Barbara. Full Name(s) of 
registrants: MARKS, COURTNEY 
J, 2801 PALOMINO RIDGE LN, 
SANTA BARBARA, CA  93105. 
This business is conducted by: 
Individual. This statement was 
filed in the office of JOSEPH 
E. HOLLAND, County Clerk of 
SANTA BARBARA County on FEB 
18 2020 by:  John Beck, Deputy. The 
registrant commenced to transact 
business on: Not Applicable.  
Statement Expires on: 2/18/2025. 
NOTICE: This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the County Clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
fictitious business name in violation 
of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (See 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business 
and Profession Code). (SEAL)

MAR 18, 25; APR 1, 8/2020--55983

NEED A
CARE GIVER?

Look no further than the 
Service Directory

in your
News-Press

Classified Section

J.W.’s Weed Whacking
& Gardening Services
Residential & Commercial
FREE EST.  805-448-7177

Mention this ad get 10% off

www.santabarbaracdjrf.com

www.santabarbaracdjrf.com

www.santabarbaracdjrf.com

www.santabarbaracdjrf.com

www.santabarbaracdjrf.com

www.alfaromeoofsantabarbara.com www.maseratiofsantabarbara.com

www.bunninchevroletcadillac.com

www.sbautogroup.com

www.dchlexusofsantabarbara.com

www.infi nitioxnard.com

www.sbautogroup.com

www.bunninchevroletcadillac.com

www.sbnissan.com

www.sbautogroup.com

www.toyota-sb.com

www.kirbysubaruofventura.com

www.sbautogroup.com www.sbautogroup.com

www.kiaofventura.com

www.sbautogroup.com

5.25 AC in Rancho Santa Ynez
Happy Canyon area

2 homes, 3/3 & 1/1, plus barn
very nice, virtual tour

$1,750,000
H  805-686-9843
C  805-697-6158  

Charming Cottage
Lrg fenced backyard w/ oak 

trees, frpl, 2 br 1 ba, new 
kitchen & bathroom.  
$720,000 (805) 953-5021

Cheapest Rent
Student Friendly Best College 
Area- Large-Nice Available 

Now! 687-2100

$1320. 1bd, Barbara Apts,
corner of Hope & San Remo 
Dr. in North State St. area. 

Quiet & immaculately clean. 
No pets. Call 687-0610.

$1320 Studio, $1440 1 bd in a 
beautiful garden setting.
Pool, laundry & off street 

parking at 340 Rutherford St. 
in downtown Goleta. No Pets. 

Call Erin 967-6614.

2 BR starting at $1740, 3 BR
flat or 3 BR townhouses Rent
$2490. Pool, day care center, 2

laundry rooms, off street
parking. Near shopping, busi-

ness, restaurants, theaters
and UCSB. We pay gas,

water, sewer, & trash. No
Pets. Pay first month rent

and security deposit at move 
in. Call Sesame Tree 968-2549

Immaculate clean 1bd, near 
City College & beach at Carla 
Apts, 530 West Cota. No Pets 

$1320. Call Rosa,
2:30pm-5:30pm, 965-3200.

Close to
Downtown & 
The Mesa!

Charming 2 bed, 1 ba. house! 
Just painted inside, new car-
pet! Lg. fenced yd. Wat, trsh, 
& Gardening incl. Only $2695. 

Karen Lacks & Co. Real Estate 
DRE #00576880 684-RENT x303 

684-7541 www.klacks.com

NOTICES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE. 
Notice is hereby given that 
California Portable Storage, Inc 
(PODS), located at 301 S Rose Ave. 
Suite 104. Oxnard, CA 93030, will sell 
the contents of certain containers 
at auction to the highest bidder to 
satisfy owner’s lien. Auctions will 
be held at 301 S Rose Ave. Suite 104. 
Oxnard, CA 93030 on April 17, 2020 
starting at 12:30 pm. Contents to be 
sold may include general household 
goods, electronics, office & business 
equipment, furniture, clothing and 
other miscellaneous property. The 
name of the occupants and the 
respective items to be sold are 
as follows: Megan Flore boxes, 
vacuum, Tamara Angello storage 
bins, suite case, misc items, Tom 
Devitt boxes, storage bins, misc 
items.

APR 1, 8/2020--55913

OAK FIREWOOD
461-5715, 234-5794. Quality, well 

slit, dry oak 1/2 cords $245
plus delivery. Full cords avail.

PETS

Shihtzu Puppies 
with papers $1,250

1 female and 2 males. 
(805) 291-6893

ARE YOU AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Place your ad
in the Service Directory

in the News-Press 
Classified Section

CALL 963-4391

HOME

GARDEN

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

To 
Advertise

Call
963-4391
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Obituary notices are published daily in the Santa Barbara News-Press and also appear on our website www.newspress.com
Text can be submitted by email to obits@newspress.com, faxed to (805) 966-1421, or brought in to our De La Guerra Plaza office. Please include: name, address and contact phone number. 

The deadline for Tuesday-Friday’s edition is 10 a.m. the previous day.    Saturday, Sunday and Monday’s edition deadline is at 12 noon on Thursday.

All obituaries must be prepaid. We accept all major credit cards by phone, or payment can be made at our office. The cost is approximately $6.00 per/line daily and $6.35 per/line Sunday plus $25 per photo*, **. 
* All obituaries include a $40 Service fee. **Ask our representative about Spotlighting your obituary online for an additional $10. A line consists of approximately 75 characters, which include spaces & 

punctuation without a photo and 40-55 characters with a photo. Photos can be submitted digitally (jpeg format/at least 200 dpi) or an original can be brought into our office for scanning.

For further information, please call 564-5249. Free Death Notices must be submitted by your mortuary. 
The News-Press can not accept Death Notices from individuals, please consult your mortuary. 

MOHR, Joanne
Joanne Mohr, long-time resident of Montecito, died 

Wednesday April 1st in Eagle Idaho with family and 
loved ones by her side.
Born in 1935 in Newport, WA, to Jacob and Rosie Schell, 

Joanne the youngest of 4 siblings all of whom preceded 
her in death. From her early childhood Joanne was an 
excellent student and had a competitive spirit which she 
maintained throughout her life. Joanne married her high 
school sweetheart, Phil Howe in 1955. Joanne and Phil 
moved to Orange County California in 1961 where they 
raised two children Gene and Nancy in Orange County 
California.
Joanne was blessed to have two loving husbands in her 

life as she married Carroll (Bud) Mohr in August 1978 adding a stepdaughter Julia and 
continued to live in Orange County showing how a blended family should be raised. 
Joanne earned her BA in Sociology from Cal State Fullerton in 1986.
Bud and Joanne moved to Santa Barbara in 1985 where they became active in Santa 

Barbara Newcomers, making lifelong friends. Joanne was an avid bridge player all her 
life and would never miss the opportunity to “get a game going”. Joanne also enjoyed 
skiing, spending time with family and friends at the family condo in Mammoth Lakes 
CA. She and Bud loved to travel the world often generously making the trips a family 
event.
After Bud’s passing in August of 2015 Joanne longed to be closer to her family, 

ultimately making the decision to move to Eagle Idaho where she could be closer to 
her daughter Nancy’s family including 3 granddaughters and 4 great grandchildren. 
Her time in Eagle was some of her happiest in many years. Joanne is survived by her 
children and their spouses, son Gene (Angie) Howe, daughter Nancy (Tim) Sharp and 
stepdaughter Julia (Rey) Alcerro. She also leaves behind 9 beloved grandchildren and 4 
cherished great grandchildren.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations are welcome and can be made to the St. 

Alphonsus Foundation. Online at www.donate.saintalphonsus.org or by calling 208-
367-2759 or mailing a donation to Saint Alphonsus Foundation 1055 N. Curtis Road 
Boise, ID 83706.

MAYWORM, Gregory T.
Gregory T. Mayworm, 63, passed away on April 2, 2020 in Libertyville after 

courageously battling pancreatic cancer. He was born in Chicago on February 18, 1957. 
Raised in Deerfield and Libertyville, he was a 1975 graduate of Carmel Catholic High 
School. He earned his BS in Electrical and Ocean Engineering from California State 
University, Long Beach and MS in Electrical and Computer Engineering from University 
of California, Santa Barbara. While living in California, he met the love of his life and 
wife of 37 years, Suzan (née Quinn). He returned to Libertyville in 1992, where he 
and his wife raised their three children and developed a loving community of friends 
and family.  Greg was known for his innovative mind. An inventor and entrepreneur, 
he founded and was President of the semiconductor company, Mektronix Technology, 
Inc. for 34 years, which he started in his garage at the age of 29. He was always on the 
cutting edge of robotics and technology, creating products that allowed small businesses 
to compete with large manufacturing companies. Greg was a lifelong learner. Some of 
his greatest talents included home improvement and wood working, app development, 
photography, sailing, golfing, and yoga. He was also a connoisseur of coffee; he spent the 
past decade roasting coffee and studying coffee flavor analysis, ultimately developing 
an app and patented grind analysis process to improve coffee flavor accuracy. He will be 
remembered for his bright smile, inquisitive and open mind, goofy humor, passion for 
life, and love of family. 

He is survived by his wife, Suzan; 3 children, Brendan, Ashley (son-in-law Brendan 
Gilligan), and Anna Mayworm; parents, Daniel and Shirley Mayworm; 5 siblings, Jeff 
(Kay) Mayworm, Tim Mayworm, Patrick (ChiMai) Mayworm, Christine Mayworm and 
Mary (Jeff) Mateer; 9 nieces and nephews; and many cousins and dear friends.

Due to the pandemic, a celebration of life will be postponed until the summer. 
In lieu of flowers, memorials would be appreciated to one of Greg’s favorite causes: 
Journey House, www.journeyhouseyouth.org; Kindred Farm, kindredfarm.ca/donors; or 
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network, www.pancan.org. Arrangements by Burnett-Dane 
Funeral Home, in Libertyville. For info: 847-362-3009 or share a memory at www.
burnettdane.com.

PRECIPITATION

TEMPERATURE

ALMANAC

TIDES

MARINE FORECAST

SUN AND MOON

STATE CITIES

LOCAL TEMPS

NATIONAL CITIES
WORLD CITIES

SANTA BARBARA HARBOR TIDES
Date Time High Time Low

Pismo Beach

Guadalupe

Santa Maria

Los AlamosVandenberg

Lompoc
Buellton

Gaviota Goleta

Carpinteria

Ventura

Solvang

Ventucopa

New Cuyama

Maricopa

SANTA 
BARBARA

AIR QUALITY KEY
Good
Moderate

Unhealthy for SG Very Unhealthy
Unhealthy Not Available

Source: airnow.gov

Shown is today's weather. Temperatures are today's highs and tonight's lows.

 LOCAL FIVE-DAY FORECAST

Report from U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

Santa Barbara through 6 p.m. yesterday

High/low 61/42
Normal high/low 67/47
Record high 91 in 1989
Record low 38 in 2012

24 hours through 6 p.m. yest. 0.11”
Month to date (normal) 1.34” (0.34”)
Season to date (normal) 10.65” (16.41”)

Sunrise 6:37 a.m. 6:35 a.m.
Sunset 7:26 p.m. 7:27 p.m.
Moonrise 8:31 p.m. 9:43 p.m.
Moonset 7:18 a.m. 7:56 a.m.

 Today Thu.

Last New First Full

May 7Apr 30Apr 22Apr 14

At Lake Cachuma’s maximum level at the point 
at which water starts spilling over the dam holds 
188,030 acre-feet. An acre-foot is 325,851 gallons, 
equivalent to the amount of water consumed annu-
ally by 10 people in an urban environment.

April 8 10:38 a.m. 5.1’ 4:30 a.m. -0.4’
 10:47 p.m. 5.9’ 4:33 p.m. 0.1’
April 9 11:32 a.m. 4.6’ 5:21 a.m. -0.7’
 11:25 p.m. 5.9’ 5:08 p.m. 0.7’
April 10 12:31 p.m. 4.0’ 6:15 a.m. -0.7’
 none  5:46 p.m. 1.3’

56/50

58/50

60/49

61/4857/49

57/46
60/47

57/50 62/48

60/48

59/49

60/47

46/37

49/41

60/49

62/47

Wind west-southwest 6-12 knots today. Waves 2-4 
feet; south swell 3-5 feet at 18 seconds. Visibility 
under 3 miles in an afternoon shower.

Wind west 6-12 knots today. Waves 1-3 feet with a 
south-southwest swell 4-7 feet at 16 seconds. Vis-
ibility under 3 miles in showers.

Wind west 6-12 knots today. Waves 1-3 feet with a 
south-southwest swell 4-7 feet at 16 seconds. Vis-
ibility under 3 miles in showers.

TODAY 

Mostly cloudy and 
cool

63

62

46

47

INLAND

COASTAL

THURSDAY

Variable clouds, 
showers

60

59

42

46

INLAND

COASTAL

FRIDAY

Clouds and sun

70

64

45

48

INLAND

COASTAL

SATURDAY

Intervals of clouds 
and sun

73

64

48

50

INLAND

COASTAL

SUNDAY

Low clouds and 
cool

71

63

47

49

INLAND

COASTAL

AT BRADBURY DAM, LAKE CACHUMA

SANTA BARBARA CHANNEL

POINT ARENA TO POINT PINOS

POINT CONCEPTION TO MEXICO

LAKE LEVELS

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, 
c-cloudy,  sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,  
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Forecasts and
graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

Storage 148,237 acre-ft.
Elevation 737.12 ft.
Evaporation (past 24 hours) 18.8 acre-ft.
Infl ow 3375.3 acre-ft.
State infl ow 0.0 acre-ft.
Storage change from yest. +5111 acre-ft.

Atlanta 82/67/t 78/50/pc
Boston 47/39/r 51/38/r
Chicago 69/37/t 48/31/pc
Dallas 91/61/c 69/51/t
Denver 66/34/pc 60/38/pc
Houston 90/70/pc 86/60/t
Miami 91/72/s 92/75/s
Minneapolis 54/30/sh 43/27/pc
New York City 63/48/sh 58/41/sh
Philadelphia 74/50/sh 60/40/t
Phoenix 75/51/t 71/53/sh
Portland, Ore. 71/44/s 72/46/pc
St. Louis 82/44/pc 56/34/s
Salt Lake City 69/47/s 63/42/pc
Seattle 61/42/s 65/43/pc
Washington, D.C. 79/54/pc 66/41/pc

Beijing 64/41/s 53/37/pc
Berlin 69/47/pc 63/38/pc
Cairo 74/58/c 73/57/c
Cancun 88/74/s 89/75/s
London 71/49/pc 73/49/pc
Mexico City 82/56/pc 81/57/pc
Montreal 47/34/c 44/33/sn
New Delhi 92/65/pc 92/69/pc
Paris 73/51/s 76/51/pc
Rio de Janeiro 74/70/sh 75/71/pc
Rome 66/44/s 66/44/s
Sydney 69/63/sh 70/62/sh
Tokyo 66/50/s 60/47/c

Bakersfield 61/49/sh 58/46/pc
Barstow 56/42/r 54/41/c
Big Bear 28/24/sn 34/25/pc
Bishop 54/36/sh 52/33/sh
Catalina 53/46/c 54/47/c
Concord 67/51/pc 64/51/sh
Escondido 60/48/t 59/47/sh
Eureka 62/46/s 60/47/pc
Fresno 61/49/sh 58/47/sh
Los Angeles 63/52/sh 62/52/sh
Mammoth Lakes 39/30/sn 39/25/s
Modesto 67/52/s 63/50/pc
Monterey 58/52/c 62/52/pc
Napa 68/48/pc 65/50/pc
Oakland 64/53/pc 64/53/pc
Ojai 57/45/c 54/43/sh
Oxnard 61/49/c 60/52/sh
Palm Springs 66/49/t 64/50/sh
Pasadena 60/48/sh 58/50/sh
Paso Robles 61/48/c 57/44/sh
Sacramento 68/50/s 64/50/s
San Diego 62/55/t 62/55/c
San Francisco 61/52/pc 64/52/pc
San Jose 65/52/pc 65/52/pc
San Luis Obispo 60/50/c 58/47/sh
Santa Monica 59/52/sh 62/52/sh
Tahoe Valley 53/33/pc 51/31/s

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Cuyama 49/41/sh 53/38/sh
Goleta 62/48/c 57/46/sh
Lompoc 60/47/c 60/45/sh
Pismo Beach 56/50/c 55/46/sh
Santa Maria 60/49/c 60/46/sh
Santa Ynez 63/46/c 60/42/sh
Vandenberg 57/49/c 57/46/sh
Ventura 59/49/c 58/48/sh

 Today Thu.

 Today Thu.
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Cottage surveying 
on health needs

SANTA BARBARA  Cottage Health 
and community partners are
asking residents who receive a 
survey phone call to participate 
in a community health needs
assessment, offidals said Fri-
day.

The survey is being conducted 
“to better understand the needs 
and strengths of the entire com-
munity, and the many diverse 
groups within it,” Cottage Health 
spokeswoman Maria Zate said in 
a news release.

Findings will help Cottage 
Health and community partners 
recognize the scope of population 
health concerns.

The assessment will include 
2,500 telephone surveys, with 
calls to randomly selected cell-
phones and landlines. All re-
sponses will be confidential, 
and information collected will 
not be connected to names or 
phone numbers. Calls will be-
gin the week of July 15 and con-
tinue through September.

In addition, later this summer 
the collaborative will gather feed-
back during a listening tour to hear 
from individuals and organizations 
regarding health-related needs in 
the community. The listening tour 
will include online surveys, group 
discussions, phone interviews, and 
visits to various community-based 
organizations.

The assessment collaborative 
includes Lompoc Valley Medi-
cal Center, Planned Parent-
hood California Central Coast, 
Santa Barbara County Public 
Health Department, Santa Bar-
bara Foundation, Santa Barba-
ra Neighborhood Clinics, and 
UCSB.

Results will be avail-
able by the end of the year at 
cottagehealth.org. 

— Christian Whittle

Work continues 
on Highway
101 widening

CARPINTERIA The Santa Barba-
ra County Association of Govern-
ments released an update Friday 
on next week’s work on the High-
way 101: Linden and Casitas Pass 
construction project.

From Monday through Wednes-
day crews will be restriping lanes 
and moving concrete safety barri-
ers to prepare for the next stages 
of work, according to a press re-
lease from SBCAG. 

Highway 101 will have alternat-
ing lane closures between Linden 
and Bailard avenues. One lane 
will remain open.

From 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. Monday 
through Wednesday, the north-
bound onramps at Casitas Pass 
Road and Linden Avenue will 
have alternating closures as 
needed. From 8 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
Monday through Wednesday 
the southbound offramp at Ca-
sitas Pass Road will be closed 
as needed.

Via Real is closed from Casitas 
Pass Road to the old northbound 
Highway 101 onramp. Local res-
idents have one-way access to 
Hales Lane on Via Real. Pedes-
trians can use the sidewalk on 
Via Real, but people are asked 
to refrain from entering the con-
struction area.

The new southbound Highway 
101 onramp at Casitas Pass Road 
is open and the temporary ramp 
has been removed.

The offramp at Linden Avenue 
is closed for approximately six to 
nine months. Drivers are asked 
to use the of-ramps at Reynolds 
Avenue or Casitas Pass Road to 
reach the beach and downtown 
Carpinteria.

— Christian Whittle

RAFAEL MALDONADO / NEWS-PRESS

A two-car collision at 128 E. Pedregosa St. broke a fire hydrant that gushed water down the street.

Fire hydrant 
sheered in crash

SANTA BARBARA The top of a fire 
hydrant was sheered off, spewing a 
large amount of water onto the street 
and down a storm drain, in a two-ve-
hicle collision Friday morning in the 
100 block of East Pedregosa Street, 
authorities said.

The collision occurred around 7:
40 a.m. involving a GMC Yukon and 
Chevy Tahoe. One of the vehicles col-
lided with the hydrant and “caused 
it to expel copious amounts of water” 

and prompted to city’s Public Works 
staff to respond and shut off the
hydrant, said Battalion Chief Rob-
ert Mercado, spokesman for the
Santa Barbara City Fire Depart-
ment.

Water service was restored after a 
time. Minor injuries were reported 
in the crash, Battalion Chief Mer-
cado said.

Both vehicles sustained minor to 
moderate damage. The Santa Bar-
bara Police Department is inves-
tigating the circumstances of the 
collision.

— Mitchell White 

very morning. She added that her mother, 
an Italian immigrant and enthusiastic lover 
of Fiesta, would have been thrilled to see 
her chosen.

“I’m glad for my mother’s sake, because 
it meant so much to her,” she said.

Though she spent many years away from 
all Fiesta activities, Ms. Parker’s involve-
ment with the festival has “bloomed” since 
2013, when she reconnected with Old Span-
ish Days through her retirement home Gar-

den Court. There, she one day mentioned 
that she was the first Spirit of Fiesta and 
a woman at the home overheard her. That 
woman also happened to have a daughter 
who was that year’s Spirit, and through her 
Ms. Parker’s activity in Fiesta resumed.

Ms. Parker attended the April 13 audi-
tions that ended with 16-year-old Sophia 
Cordero being named Spirit of Fiesta and 
10-year-old Paloma Valenzuela chosen as 
Junior Spirit.

Back in 1949 the choice of Spirit of Fies-
ta wasn’t as organized. Spirits and Junior 
Spirits are now chosen a few months in ad-
vance of the event, but Ms. Parker wasn’t 

told she would be Spirit until a few days be-
fore the parade.

“My mom said something like, ‘You’re go-
ing to be Spirit of Fiesta.’ It was like three 
days before the big parade. … They sprung 
it on me and I didn’t have a dress. I had to 
borrow a dress that belonged to an adult, and 
that was a huge deal for a 12-year-old.”

Suddenly thrusting Ms. Parker into ac-
tivities seemed to be her mother’s nature. 
Ms. Parker credits her mom for not only 
getting her involved in Fiesta, but danc-
ing in general. After Ms. Parker suffered 
a broken leg that refused to properly heal, 
her mother placed her in dance lessons to 

strengthen it.
“She felt that instead of hiding away and 

just favoring it, that exercise would help,” 
Ms. Parker recalled.

Ms. Parker looked back fondly on her time 
as Spirit and said dancing in the parade was 
fun but challenging. Though not a major as-
pect of the parade today, Ms. Parker said 
that military bands used to be a prominent 
part of the event and that she even danced
with one behind her. Flamenco dancing to 
military band music wasn’t easy and for a 
second she thought, “Oh no, this isn’t pos-
sible,” but she let “common sense” and her 
“positive will” take over to meet the chal-

lenge.
“You think, ‘I’m here to give the best I 

can,’ and you just make yourself strong,” 
she said.

While being Spirit of Fiesta was fun while 
it lasted, this giving of oneself to make oth-
ers happy is what Ms. Parker still carries 
from that experience.

“You learn not to think of yourself, you 
learn to think of other people… You really 
are a symbol for something and it just forces 
you out of your own little cubby hole, and that’s 
very important to anybody,” she said.

email: jgrega@newspress.com

 MARSHAL
Continued from Page A1

First Spirit of Fiesta: ‘You learn not to think of yourself, you learn to think of other people’

program combines learning with having fun.
“We learned about owls and how when they eat their 

prey they cough up hairballs with the bones of their 
prey,” he said excitedly. He said he also enjoys study-
ing math.

Nathan said the Olympic games are a highlight of 
his summer, a great opportunity to see old friends and 
meet new people.

“Everyone knows each other,” he said.
Nathan listed off a dozen new friends he made before 

he ran off to try the giant inflatable obstacle course, a 
favorite at the event.

Many of the students have participated in Fun in the 
Sun in the past, but newcomers are quickly welcomed 
into the group. Judith Figueroa, 11, said this is her first 
year in the program and said she wants to come back 

next year.
“You get to do literacy, math, all kinds of stuff. My fa-

vorite part is recess or lunch. We get to do foursquare,” 
she said.

Like Nathan, Judith said her favorite activity of the 
day was the inflatable obstacle course.

“Everything we do at Fun In the Sun is really root-
ed in teaching the kids teamwork and confidence and 
working together in a collaborative setting. All of our 
games are embedded in that, that teamwork mindset,” 
said Ms. Cabrera, “Anything we can do to get them wet 
and dirty is perfect.”

Friday’s event was sponsored by the Brain Balance 
Center of Santa Barbara.

“They are very generous to lend their support to 
this event today and we’re very grateful,” said Ms. Ca-
brera.
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Students in United Way’s Fun in the Sun Summer Program Olympics 
compete in the pie-eating contest Friday at El Camino Elementary School.
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‘Everything we do at Fun In the Sun is really rooted 
in teaching the kids teamwork and confidence’
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The UCSB study on kelp growth involved the use of divers.

biomass is located, near the surface, 
Mr. Peters’ next study will explore 
whether other marine animals con-
tribute to nitrogen levels in the kelp 
forest canopy.

Because sea otters forage for reef 
invertebrates and spend much of 
their time resting in the kelp for-
est, Mr. Peters suspects they act as 
“a conveyor belt of nutrients,” direct-
ly supplying their waste and urine 
into the canopy.

While the UCSB team’s collabora-
tors at the United States Geological 
Survey have studied otter activity at 
monthly intervals for 13 years, Mr. 
Peters told the News-Press that he 
and his team will observe them on 
a “finer scale.”

That will entail recording how 
long the animals stay in the kelp 
forest canopy day to day, and using 
models to estimate how much they 
excrete. Whereas the invertebrate 
study covered five coastal locations, 
the upcoming study will focus on an 
area just south of Point Conception. 
Sea otter populations in many oth-
er Southern California waters are 
still lacking in numbers, so it was 
necessary to select an area with a 
consistently sizeable population to 
determine whether or not the crea-
tures have a significant impact on 
nutrient levels.

“Sea otter populations are start-
ing to recover in Southern Califor-
nia and that is a stable population,” 
Mr. Peters said.

In addition to observing sea otters, 
Mr. Peters will lead a study that takes 
a closer look at spiny lobsters and 

how their diet and the water tem-
perature around them impact their 
nitrogen output.

According to the release, lob-
sters along with sea stars have an 
“outsized effect in shaping the eco-
system” because of their predatory 
nature. Because their diets contain 
more protein than other inverte-
brates, they release more ammoni-
um and nitrogen-rich compounds in 
their waste.

The crustaceans gather together 
in dens during the day, which Mr. 
Peters suspects may result in more 
herbivores moving into the reefs if 
this leads to an increase in algae 
around the lobster dens.

Mr. Peters said he hopes to con-
clude the sea otter study by fall of 
this year.
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Researcher suspects sea otters act as ‘a conveyor belt of nutrients’

est in getting back to normal because normal was never 
good enough for me.”

A representative of Rep. Salud Carbajal, D-Santa Bar-
bara, also spoke at the event, and said, “We are here today 
because we refuse to be complicit in the abuse of children 
and refuse to stand idly by while our American identity is 
being used to commit human rights abuses.”

The representative, a mother of two children, held back 
tears while speaking to the crowd.

After the Rev. Moore and the representative, several oth-
ers followed to express their opposition against the centers 
along the border.

The last protest in Santa Barbara that addressed the 
detention facilities took place a year ago according to Mi-
chal Lynch of IAC.

The last speaker to address the more than 100-strong 
crowd was bilingual. She taught the protestors the unity 
clap, which, according to her, represents a resistance move-
ment’s slow but steady beat that builds momentum over time. 
After explaining the symbolism and history of this clap, the 
crowd joined her and finished off the gathering.

The Santa Barbara Police Department was aware of the 
rally. Sgt. Brian Miller said the department monitored the 
situation but the protestors remained on the sidewalk and 
protested peacefully.

email: stha@newspress.com
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Variety of speakers took 
part in demonstration
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Protesters marched from the Santa Barbara County Courthouse and walked along Anacapa Street to the plaza.
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In a broad-ranging presentation, 
the Santa Barbara County Public 
Health Department presented two 
distinct models that potentially 
showcase what is in store for the 
county when it comes to the corona-
virus pandemic.

Dr. Van Do-Reynoso, the PHD’s 
health director, showed the Santa 
Barbara County Board of Supervi-
sors two models that are being used 
throughout the county.

The first is called the University 
of Washington model — which is be-
ing used by the federal government 
and several states — and the other 
is the Penn model, which the Cali-
fornia Department of Public Health 
has recommended.

Both models rely on social dis-
tancing, although results are vastly 
different. The Penn model is built 
based on 100 days worth of data, 
although Dr. Do-Reynoso took her 
bell curve out 200 days — through 
October — to showcase what might 
be necessary locally to keep the 
pandemic to minimal lives lost.

In this model, the more that the 
community practices social distanc-
ing, the more flattened the peak of 
the curve is — widely referred to as 
“flattening the curve.”

According to the presentation, 
if only 40-45% of county residents 
abide by social distancing, the num-
ber of positive COVID-19 cases will 
exceed the country’s healthcare sys-
tem capacity, leading to a shortage 
of ventilators and hospital beds.

Currently, the PHD estimates that 
there is 50% compliance with the 
social-distancing guidelines.

Remaining at this number would 
likely allow the county to stay within 
capacity for hospital beds, accord-
ing to Dr. Do-Reynoso. No matter 
the model, a shortage of ventilators 
is expected, with the PHD indicat-
ing that it has requested more.

The Washington model indicates 
that the peak need for the county 
will be next week, with no hospital 
bed shortages. This is predicated on 
the county representing just 1.13% 
of the overall population, not diving 
into current conditions or policies.

Dr. Do-Reynoso indicated that 
she understood the ramifications 
for pushing out social-distancing 
mandates until November, saying 
that her model is based on those 
who are not practicing it currently.

“What worries me, is where there 
is no social distancing and the im-
pact it has on the community in 
terms of severe hospitalizations, 
deaths and a healthcare system that 
is so overwhelmed that healthy peo-
ple are also affected,” Dr. Do-Rey-
noso said.

“So, do I think that is it sustaina-
ble all the way out to November? I’m 
not sure, but I think as a conversa-
tion that needs to happen in a varie-
ty of contexts and variety of settings, 
so we as a community can land on 
a solution that is doable, that pro-

tects the vulnerable members of our 
community as well as safeguarding 
our healthcare system.”

Both Fourth District Supervi-
sor Peter Adam and First District 
Supervisor Das Williams are con-
cerned over the economic impact. 

“. . . destroying an economy kills 
people, too, it does. At some level 
you have to work out as a policy 
matter where to balance this, and it 
is not just a realm for public health, 
but also a realm for the people the 
voters elect,” Mr. Williams said. “My 
view is that if workplaces were prop-
erly equipped, if preparations were 
made, more people could go back 
to work while maintaining a certain 
level of social distancing, and that 
would be an important job for Public 
Health to advise employers.”

UCSB announces 
positive test for 
student in dorms

UCSB Chancellor Henry Yang 
sent a message to the Gaucho com-
munity indicating that a student 
that had returned to clear out their 
dorm room has tested positive for 
COVID-19. According to the note, “a 
student who left campus on Tues-
day, March 17, for spring break has 
reported testing positive for COV-
ID-19. During the break, the student 
reported experiencing symptoms 
consistent with COVID-19. Follow-
ing two weeks of self-quarantine 
and over a week with no symptoms, 
the student returned to campus on 
Friday, April 3, for about two hours 
in order to remove personal belong-
ings from their room in Santa Cruz 
Residence Hall.”

According to the note and PHD 
officials, “the risk of any exposure 
to members of our campus commu-
nity from this student’s brief visit is 
extremely low.”

COVID-19, 
by the numbers

A look at where the numbers are 
locally, statewide, nationally and 
worldwide:

• The PHD announced an addi-
tional 26 confirmed cases, bringing 

the overall total to 218 cases. Ac-
cording to the latest numbers, 120 
are recovering at home, 51 have re-
covered, 42 are in the hospital, with 
19 of those in the intensive care unit.

• In California, there are 17,620 
confirmed cases, with 450 deaths.

• In the U.S., there are 399,886 cas-
es, by far tops in the world. Spain is 
second with 141,942, Italy third with 
135,586, while France and Germany 
both exceeded 100,000 on Tuesday.

• Across the world, there are 
1,431,375 confirmed cases, with 
82,145 deaths. There are 301,147 
that have recovered.

Cottage Health, 
by the numbers

Here is Cottage Health’s update 
from Tuesday:

• Cottage is caring for 127 pa-
tients; 246 beds remain available.

•  Of the 127 patients, 12 patients 
are on ventilators; 48 ventilators re-
main available (adult, pediatric and 
neonatal ventilators)

• Of the 127 patients, 14 patients 
are in isolation for COVID-19 symp-
toms; 13 are confirmed COVID-19 
positive.

• Of the 14 patients in isolation, 8 
patients are in critical care.

• Cottage has collected 1,344 cu-
mulative test samples: 101 resulted 
in positive, 1,157 resulted in nega-
tive, and 86 are pending

LVMC accepting 
donations

The Lompoc Valley Medical 
Center is “gratefully accepting 
donations of the following items 
to help our healthcare workers 
through this pandemic. The items 
must be unused and in original 
packaging, if applicable.” Here are 
the items the center is looking for:

• N95 (NIOSH Approved) Masks
• Isolation gowns
• Face shields
• Eye shields 
• Procedure masks
• Nitrile gloves
• Goggles
• Disinfectant bleach wipes
• CaviCide disinfectant wipes
• Hand sanitizer 

County health officials show models that 
could push social distancing to Novemberresource to the whole community.

As of March 16, both of GIGSB’s 
Santa Barbara and Goleta Valley 
centers, located at 531 E. Ortega 
St. and 4973 Hollister Ave., have 
temporarily shut their doors, with 
all regular programming cancelled 
through June 15. Yet behind closed 
facilities, GIGSB is offering stream-
lined program content via Zoom 
and other online platforms.

In the meantime, the centers will 
be put to good use, donating their 
facilities to other organizations. As 
of now, those partnerships include 
assisting Showers of Blessing and 
the Foodbank of Santa Barbara 
County, the first phase of what the 
nonprofit hopes to be a long stream 
of collaborations.

“We’re offering what we have,” 
said Barbara Ben-Horin, GIGSB 
CEO. “We have two centers, park-
ing lots, facilities and commercial 
kitchens. We jumped in and spoke 
to, and continue to speak with, 
other groups in the community to 
see where we can be of help.”

Facing several site shutdowns 
of their own, Showers of Blessing 
will find a new temporary home 
with GIGSB, specifically in the 
Santa Barbara Center’s parking 
lot. There, the organization’s free 
mobile shower service for the 
community’s homeless will reside 
every Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at least for the month of April, 
if not through June.

Likewise, GIGSB has loaned 
out six of its youth busses – all 
15-passenger vans – to the Food-
bank to aid in emergency food 
relief throughout the county. Using 
drivers from the National Guard 
and the California Conservation 
Corps, the additional vehicles will 
allow the Foodbank to expand its 
delivering capacity to those who 
are homebound.

Typically, the busses transport 
girls from kindergarten up through 
high school to GIGSB’s after school 
programs. Without in-person 
classes or usual programming, the 
vans were left unused – a perfect 
opportunity for collaboration.

Four of the vehicles are allocat-
ed for North County deliveries, 
leaving two for South County, as 
well as additional vans back at 
Girls Inc. in case the Foodbank’s 
demand increases.

“(GIGSB’s) generous support 
epitomizes the kind of partnership 
that is critical to the Foodbank 
being quickly able to meet the 
community’s increasing need for 
food during the COVID-19 crisis,” 
Foodbank CEO Erik Talkin said in 
a news release.

While this partnership helps 
generate widespread food acces-
sibility, GIGSB’s motivation was 
in part tied to those it knows and 
cares for personally. Aware of how 
many in the Girls Inc. family are 
food insecure, the nonprofit knew 
simply offering up a few extra vans 
could help provide families with an 
alternate form of support.

Still, an increase in food inse-
curity points to a larger concern 

of the GIGSB staff. Often acting as 
a safe place for girls who may not 
be safe at home, GIGSB’s phys-
ical presence was integral to its 
operation. Now, more than ever, 
employees have had to trust their 
girl-to-staff relationships are strong 
enough to withstand the uncer-
tainty.

“While the safety of (all) girls and 
youth at home has always been a 
concern for me (before this pan-
demic), it is especially heightened 
right now since we are ordered to 
shelter in place,” said Brenda Men-
doza Alamo, GIGSB Teen Center 
Director. 

“This is why we are being 
intentional to continue to build 
a rapport with our teens, so they 
feel comfortable enough to share if 
anything is coming up for them.”

Apart from difficulty accessing 
basic resources, conditions that 
are a cause for concern include 
LGBTQ+ youth who may have not 
come out to their guardians yet or 
any dangerous living situations. 
With these realities in mind, Girls 
Inc. staff members have stepped 
up.

“Some of the things we are doing 
to address these issues is by having 
regularly scheduled check-ins 
as a whole group, and by grade, 
throughout the week,” said Ms. 
Alamo. “We will reach out to teens 
individually for a one-on-one if 
we suspect that someone needs to 
connect individually or in a smaller 
group setting.

“We are going to try to maintain 
the Girls Inc. environment during 
our virtual sessions and try to mir-
ror our safe physical and emotion-
al shared space at the centers as 
much as possible.”

In times of crisis, when normalcy 
is hard to come by, these connec-
tions give girls and employees alike 
someone to lean on – a fact that has 
cut deep as downsizing became the 
organization’s only option.

“It feels amazing to be able to 
lend our resources to the com-
munity, but for me personally, I’m 
not feeling that quite yet,” said 
Kristen Weaver, GIGSB Director of 
Communications. “I’m still grieving 
the loss of so many employees this 
week.”

As of April 1, GIGSB reduced its 
operations by 65%. This meant the 
loss of 56 employees, leaving only 
a fraction of their 83-person staff 

still employed. But with no income 
from program fees, cancelled fund-
raising events and little opportuni-
ty to rent out facilities, the nonprof-
it was left at a financial standstill.

“We aren’t open, so (families) 
aren’t paying, but as an organiza-
tion we need to raise money,” said 
Ms. Ben-Horin. “We’ve had to fig-
ure out how to keep a skeletal staff 
and make a plan for April, May, and 
June. We need more funds. We’re 
about halfway there.”

GIGSB needs around $100k each 
month to run at the skeletal level, 
compared to its usual monthly 
budget of $260k. Still, even the 
moderated goal may be hard to 
satisfy. 50% of the organization’s 
annual operating revenue is gener-
ated by program fees, Ms. Ben-Hor-
in explained. To make matters 
worse, GIGSB cancelled its annual 
fundraising luncheon on March 20, 
which was set to bring in upwards 
of $220k.

This left GIGSB to rely on only 
what it had left in the bank prior 
to the pandemic. Right now, the 
nonprofit is not yet funded through 
June’s skeletal budget. While Ms. 
Ben-Horin has focused on filling 
that gap with local donors and 
grant requests, becoming fully op-
erational once again poses a much 
larger difference to make up.

“We’re going to need to get back 
up to $260k a month to operate as 
we did before,” said Ms. Ben-Hor-
in. “When kids come back to school 
and people go back to work, there 
will be a line at the door for girls to 
come back.

We don’t expect families to 
help with the program fees, so the 
resources need to be open to take 
the kids and have that time with us 
after school while parents get back 
on their feet.”

For now, all GIGSB can do is 
remain a resource and hope the 
community echoes the support. 
And from what she’s seen, Ms. 
Ben-Horin has a good feeling about 
their chances.

“Talking to the community, to in-
dividuals and nonprofits, I’m hear-
ing that we’ll make it back like we 
always do,” she said. “We’re doing 
the best we can – telling our story 
of how we’re working remotely, 
being a resource to the community 
and asking for help.”
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